
On Wednesday, March 21, historian Tom Emery shared with us the history of 

Macoupin County.  We were able to learn much about the rich history of this 

area that shaped who we are as a church. After the presentation, folks stayed to 

ask questions and enjoy refreshments. 

Looking at our context continues on April 18 at 7pm when author and 

researcher Cindy Leonard shares with us the unique history of Staunton.  

Come learn how our growth as a church has been informed by the 

community that we serve! 

On May 16, we will be able to explore the history of all the churches in Staunton as 

we seek to share the gospel of Jesus Christ.  Be sure to come and support our 

church in sharing its history since there are none better to do that than you!   

Want to know more?  Check out our new website page that features a schedule of 
upcoming events, pictures from past events, an interactive timeline of Staunton 
UMC’s history and more:.  http://stauntonumc.yolasite.com/annivanniversary.php  

Anniversary Speaker Series Launched 

This past summer, I had an 
opportunity to serve as a 
Clinical Pastoral Education 
chaplain at a residential care 
facility in St. Louis. During that 
time I had the privilege to meet 
and provide ministry to many 
individuals through worship, 
study and one-to-one care.  I 
also had the joy of serving  
alongside others in ministry. 

One such chaplain, a man 
named Greg, was always 
accompanied by his trusty 
golden retriever, Apollo.  Due to 

On Being a Faithful Companion by Nancy Wilson 

In the church office is a bookcase that is full 

of materials that Pastor Nancy has gathered 

from other churches for our use.  A glance at 

the titles shows an assortment of devotionals, 

bibles, studies on money management, 

relationships and much more.   

Feel free to borrow from this library.  All we 

ask is that you return items when you are 

through so that others can enjoy them as well. 

Have You Checked Out Our Library Yet? 

The Messenger 
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In April, we conclude our Lenten sermon series CrossWords where we discover the 
words that Jesus spoke upon the cross and discern their meaning for us today.  On 
Palm Sunday we will speak of Victory and on Easter Sunday we will celebrate Jesus’ 
words of Hope for us.   

Also, please make plans for you and your family to join us for our 
community Holy Week services— 

∗ Palm Sunday — 9am at Staunton UMC.  We will be partaking 
in Holy Communion and will get a taste of the journey toward 
Easter Sunday. 

∗ Maundy Thursday—7pm at St. Paul UCC.  Both Pastor Nancy 
and Pastor Debbie will be officiating this service. 

∗ Good Friday—7pm at St. Paul UCC.   

∗ Easter Sunday — 9am at Staunton UMC.  Come celebrate the 
risen Lord! 
                                          Be sure to invite someone! 

Worship Notes for April 

Thank you for inviting me 
to speak at the Staunton 
United Methodist Church on 
Wednesday evening, March 21.  I 
greatly enjoyed the opportunity, and 
speaking to the audience members 
afterward.  It was a very good group 
to speak to. 

It was a privilege to be a part of your 
175th anniversary celebrations, and 
to speak in your beautiful sanctuary.   

Sincerely, 
     Tom Emery  

Focus on Finances 

When we become a part of the church 
family, we pledge to do our part to help it 
to grow and thrive so that the message of 
the gospel can reach those that desire to 
hear it.  Sometimes we accomplish that 
through our time and our talents and 
sometimes in the financial gifts we bring.   

As you consider how you may desire to 
uphold your pledge, here are some 
opportunities, beyond our general fund, 
that you may wish to support: 

Important Ways to Support the Church 

Easter Offering—proceeds help to support 
the work of the United Methodist Church 
(an envelope has been provided) 

Building Fund—funds received here help us 
maintain the property and make needed 
improvements such as with the parsonage 

Anniversary Celebration Fund — support 
given here helps us to promote our 
presence in Staunton as well as celebrate 
the historical, religious and social impact 
we’ve had on this community. 
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Our conference office also has items 

available for review, including books, CDs, 

DVDs and more through the United Media 

Resource Center.  There is no cost to rent 

the items but borrowers are asked to bear 

the cost of return postage when through. 

For more information, call Jill Stone, UMRC 

director, at 217-529-2744 or email her at 

umrc@igrc.org. 

an accident that Greg had 
years before that crushed parts 
of his spine, Greg required 
Apollo’s assistance, his service 
dog, to steady him and be ever 
near to guide him. Greg would 
often tell stories of times when 
it wasn’t really appropriate for 
Apollo enter into certain rooms 
or spaces yet he entered just 
the same.  We learned that 
Apollo was committed to Greg 
no matter what. 

This dog’s joyful devotion 
struck me in two ways.  First, 

The Messenger 

Apollo served as a reminder 
to me of how closely God 
desires to be with us and not 
abandon us regardless of 
the situations we can find 
ourselves in.   
 
Secondly, Apollo modeled 
for me the level of devotion, 
joy and love we can show 
for our master, Jesus Christ. 

It’s always been said 
that the mirror image 
of the word D-O-G is 
G-O-D.   

 
 

February expenses:  $2,991 

February income:    $3,170 
Monthly target ($)  $3,879 

 
2012 Budget:                       $46,552 
% Received in February     6.8% 
% Monthly Target        8.3% 

Information Sheets 

Have you turned in your 
information sheets yet?  
If you have, thank you.  
Please know that this 
helps us in the planning 
for the church.  We will 
continue accepting these 
forms in April.  Thanks! 

Celebrating 175 

years in the heart 

of Staunton! 

Mail Bag 

Did You Know? 

We recently received 
donations of two used 
televisions, a VCR and a 
DVD player for use in 
our Christian education 
program. 

Also, fifteen acrylic sign 
holders were made by 
Roger Pfalzgraf for use 
with our Pancake 
Breakfast and other 
events. Thanks, Roger! 



Over the last few weeks, we have begun to see the trees bud and the flowers bloom.  
We have heard the chirping of the birds and the sounds of children playing outdoors.  
It’s during this time of year that all of our senses seem to come to life—the sights, the 
sounds, and the smells of Spring. Even feeling the soft breezes upon our skin and 
the warmth of the sunshine can add to our joy.   

Nature is only one of many gifts of God that has given us.  We have also been given 
God’s Word—both through scripture as well as in the gift of God’s Son—the living 
Word.  And just like the senses we have to enjoy the beauty around us, we have also 
been invited to discover for ourselves the glory and beauty of the Risen Christ: 

◊ Sight. As we discover that Jesus has risen and that the tomb is empty, the angel 
in the garden beckons us to “Come and see.” (Matthew 28:6) 

◊ Taste. In the Psalms, we are invited to lift our voices in song as we shout, “O taste 
and see that the Lord is good.” (Psalm 34:8) 

◊ Touch. Like the disciple Thomas, we are allowed to come with our doubts, and to 
engage Christ with our questions, touching Jesus’ side and seeing his pierced 
hands, so that we might recognize his sacrifice and grow in faith. (John 20:27) 

◊ Sound. When we decide to become followers of Christ, we follow the Shepherd 
who knows us deeply and declares, “My sheep hear my voice.  I know them, and 
they follow me.”  (John 10:27) 

◊ Scent.  The apostle Paul exclaims, “But thanks be to God, who in Christ always 
leads us in triumphal procession, and through us spreads in every place the 
fragrance that comes from knowing him.” (2 Corinthians 2:14) 

Just as we can enjoy the beauty of nature, we are invited to experience the fullness 
of a Risen Christ.  In song, in study, in prayer, in service and fellowship with one 
another, we are able to reap joy from all that our Creator God has to offer to us and 
all of creation.  Like the Easter lilies that adorn the sanctuary, let us boldly share the 
beauty, sights, sound and fragrance of Christ with others this Easter. 

       
             —Pastor Nancy 
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September 2011 
Ponderings of  the Pastor 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

 

 

We recognize the 
following folks as 
they celebrate 
birthday or 
anniversary 
milestones!   

 

 

 

April 3 
Gary Langley 

 
April 4 

Fran and Colleen McLaughlin 

 
April 10 

Roger Pfalzgraf 

 

April 27 
Ryanne Dugger 

  

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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April 1 

Palm Sunday Worship Service, 9am 

Administrative Council Meeting, 10am 

 

April 4 

Lenten Study, 7pm 

April 5 

Community Maundy Thursday Service 

St. Paul UCC, 7pm  

April 6 

Community Good Friday Service 

St. Paul UCC, 7pm 

April 7 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

April 8 

Easter Worship Service, 9am 

 

April 11 

Lenten Study, 7pm 

April 15 

Worship Service, 9am 

April 18 

History of Staunton, 7pm 
(no Lenten study this evening) 
 

April 22 

Worship Service, 9am 

 

April 25 

Lenten Study, 7pm 

 

April 29 

Worship Service, 9am 

Calendar updates can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  

 

 Volume 1, Issue 9 

April 2012 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the May 

newsletter will be April 20.  

Please have your items 

turned in to Pastor Nancy by 

that date. 

Thank you! 

 

Signs of  the Times 
Church Marquee Humor 

The Easter Lily 

Easter morn with lilies fair 

Fills the church with perfumes rare, 

As their clouds of incense rise, 

Sweetest offerings to the skies. 

Stately lilies pure and white 

Flooding darkness with their light, 

 

 

Bloom and sorrow drifts away, 

On this holy hallow’d day. 

Easter Lilies bending low 

in the golden afterglow, 

Bear a message from the sod 

To the heavenly towers of God. 

 

                       --Louise Lewin Matthews 

EasterEasterEasterEaster    

“The best vitamin for a Christian is B1” 

“Under same management for over 

2,000 years” 

“Soul food served here.” 

“Seven days without prayer makes one 

weak.” 

“Prevent truth decay.  Brush up on your 

Bible.” 

“Forbidden fruit creates many jams.” 

“Christians, keep the faith...but not from 

others!” 

 

Source:  http://www.gospelweb.net/HumorWorks/

churchmarqueesigns.htm  


