
 

Beginning on Wednesday, April 10, we will resume our Bible book study 

which will take us verse by verse through key books of the Bible.  This study 

is held on Wednesday evenings either at the church or in the homes of 

group members and continues into the late fall.   

 
In early May, a second Bible study entitled, “Keeping the Faith,” 
will be offered that will correspond to a sermon series being 
offered during the same month.  This study will take up the 
various means of grace suggested by John Wesley as ways to 
deepen our walk with Christ.  During each of the four weeks of 
this study, we will look at the role of contemplative prayer and 
silence, studying the scriptures, fasting and eating faithfully and 
what it means to care for others. 

 
Signups for these studies will be available in our Fellowship area. 

Two Bible Studies Available 

After a hiatus, we are pleased 
to announce that Children’s 
Church will be resuming soon. 

This ministry, which takes place 
during the 9am worship hour, is 
designed to provide kids with 
age-appropriate activities to 
help them grow in their love and 
knowledge of God. 

Children will be excused after 
the Children’s Message in 
worship and will be taken 
downstairs where they will hear 

Children’s Church To Resume 

Late last fall, our church was the recipient of a 

grant to help support our desire to obtain 

hearing assistive devices. 

More research has been done, including the 

possibility of having a low-frequency radio 

signal to transmit sounds to individual 

devices.  At least one other church in the 

community has used this option successfully. 

Hearing Device Update 
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In April, we begin a new sermon series entitled, “The 

Be Attitudes.”  During this four week exploration, we 

will look at what it means to Belong (April 7), to 

Behave (April 14), to Beware (April 21) and to 

Believe (April 28) and how that impacts our Christian 

walk. 

 

Also, as part of our April 7 service, we will be inviting new members into our church 

family.  We will also be celebrating Holy Communion on the day as we gather around 

the table of grace.  Finally, we will also have opportunity to fellowship in the adjoining 

room with coffee and light refreshments. 

 

Be sure to invite someone to experience the Risen Christ! 

Worship Notes for April 

As of our last Administrative Council 
meeting it was learned that we have 
sufficient sewing machines and 
individuals for our church project.   

We are connecting with our local Girl 
Scout troops to make new window 
coverings for our lower level.  We get 
the joy of sharing this talent with 
youth and they have an opportunity to 
acquire a new badge. 

Stay tuned for information about 
when this will take place. 

 

Focus on Finances 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Membership Sunday—April 7 

On Sunday, April 7, we will be receiving 
new members into our faith community.  
This is an important time in the life of our 
church as we join together in witness and 
commitment to the work of Jesus Christ in 
our community. 

If you’ve been thinking about joining or 
would like to know more about the types of 
membership available in the United 
Methodist Church, please consult the insert 
provided in this newsletter. 
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All devices have their own volume control 

so that the hearer can adjust the volume to 

his or her own preference. 

“It’s important that each one who attends 

worship has an opportunity to participate 

fully,”  notes Pastor Nancy. “These devices 

will aid in that.” 

Training on their use will be offered.  

a bible lesson, sing songs, 
make crafts and more. 

This represents a paid 
ministry of the church so your 
increased financial support 
will go far in helping to reach 
the young ones in our midst 
and in our community. 

A nursery (unstaffed) is also 
available for those who desire 
a place to change or nurse 
their infant with privacy.   
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Opportunities for 
hearing the service 
while in the nursery is 
currently being 
explored. 

 

 

February expenses:  $4,144 

February income:    $2,600 
Monthly target ($)  $4,023 

 
2013 Budget:                       $48,276 
% Received in February     5.4% 
% Monthly Target        8.3% 

 
Poor weather has impacted attendance at 
worship services and, along with it, giving to 
the church. Please uphold your vow to 
support the church so that we can continue 
the work of ministry in this place. 

 

It’s “Sew” Good 

Sacrificial Giving 

 

Check out the insert 

for a lesson on 

giving from the book 

of Exodus! 



       
      
       

 

I’ll admit that I am just as much of a dreamer as anyone. As a young girl, I had 
dreams of having my own horse, of running a horticulture business, and spending 
time in the great outdoors. As I grew older, those dreams grew to include getting 
married and having children to raise. When I attended college and then pursued my 
MBA, I had dreams of what it meant to be an effective business leader. And, as I 
entered the ministry, I also had dreams—dreams of what it meant to serve a church 
and the wonderful things that could be accomplished in Christ’s name. 

For any of these things that I’ve mentioned—marriage, careers, parenting, ministry—
reality hasn’t always matched the dream, at least not how I envisioned it.  Truth be 
told, there are times when living out those dreams is tough, difficult and downright 
confusing. Yet, I’ve also found that there have been times when the reality of those 
dreams has been so much better than I had envisioned they could be. Holding hands 
with a loved one, seeing the precious smile of a child, listening to the sounds of 
nature, seeking to make a difference in the world, and helping others in Christ’s 
name are just some of the ways that I find my heart soars. 

At the core of all of these things is relationship—our relationship with God and our 
relationship with God’s creation. In ministry, I recognize that my greatest joys come 
from living out my dreams with others. When I dig deep into God’s word and find the 
grace that is offered there, my deeper delight is being able to share that good news 
with those around me. When I reflect upon the journeys that I walk with each of you, I 
realize how my life has been made better for it. We need each other. And, that’s by 
God’s design. We are all members of Christ’s body and we are asked to love our 
neighbors as ourselves.  How do we do that?  We dream—together. 

John Lennon, in the song “Imagine“ wrote “You may say I’m a dreamer, but I’m not 
the only one. I hope someday you’ll join us. And the world will live as one.”  I think he 
is echoing God’s desire for us as children of God.  It is when we come together, hand 
in hand and heart to heart, that we can help to usher in God’s desire for peace and 
justice in this world. It is when we connect our hearts and souls with our hands and 
our feet, that we can help others discover the love, peace and hope that Christ offers. 

             —Pastor Nancy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Page 4 
The Messenger  

First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

 

 

We recognize the 
following folks as 
they celebrate 
birthday or 
anniversary 
milestones!   

 

 

 

April 3 
Gary Langley 

 
April 4 

Fran and Colleen McLauchlin 

 
April 10 

Roger Pfalzgraf 

 

April 27 
Ryanne Dugger 
Aaron Leitschuh 

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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April 6 

Community Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

 

April 7 

Worship Service, 9am 

Vision 20/20 Meeting, 10:10am 

Administrative Council, 6:30pm 

April 10 

Bible Study, 6:30pm  

 

 

April 14 

Worship Service, 9am 

April 17 

Bible Study, 6:30pm  

April 21 

Worship Service, 9am 

 

April 24 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

April 28 

Worship Service, 9am 

Bible Study, 10:10am 

Calendar updates can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  
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April 2013 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the May 

newsletter will be April 17.  

Please have your items 

turned in to Pastor Nancy by 

that date. 

Thank you! 

 

The Two Greatest 
Commandments 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart 

and with all your soul and with all your 

mind.’ This is the first and greatest 

commandment. And the second is like it: 

‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’  All the 

Law and the Prophets hang on these two 

commandments.”   

 

-Matthew 22:37-40 

“A dream you 
dream alone is 
only a dream.  

A dream you 
dream together is 

reality.” 

 
—John Lennon 

Church Life — Some Assembly Required 

So often when we arrive at church, we 

enter to sit in pews that face forward.  

Unfortunately, that makes greeting and 

relating to one another more difficult. 

To address this, when the room off the 

sanctuary was redesigned, it was done 

in such a way to create an area that 

made gathering together—before or 

after services—a bit easier. 

Soon, we will offer a fellowship time 

after services which will enable us to 

find time to reconnect and enjoy light 

refreshments. If you are interested in 

helping coordinate this fellowship 

ministry, please contact Pastor Nancy. 

http://stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php

