
indignation of people that 

think that there is a war on 

Christmas because a 

department store puts up a 

sign that says “Happy 

Holidays.” 

Believe me, I want to keep 

Christ in Christmas, but I’m 

not looking for Christ at JC 

Penney or Kohls. If I want to 

find Christ in Christmas I will 

look to a local food pantry or 

wardrobe ministry. I will look 

to a homeless shelter or 

domestic abuse shelter. If I 

If I tell people, “Happy 

Holidays.” does that make me 

any less of a Christian? I don’t 

think it does, but apparently 

some people do. As we 

approach the holiday season, 

I am bracing myself for the 

onslaught of “Keep Christ in 

Christmas” slogans on 

Facebook. I decided to make 

a preemptive strike, and 

created this picture (t left). 

It seems to have struck a 

chord. I’m not the only one 

that is tired of the righteous 

Keeping Christ in Christmas? 

No, we haven’t moved the 
church but we have changed 
our address. 

One of the decisions of the 
church council was to install 
a postal drop box on the face 
of the church so that we 
could receive mail directly.  
As a result, we no longer will 
receive mail at PO Box 56, 
Staunton.  Neither will we be 
accepting mail at 513 W. 
Main, which is assigned to 
the parsonage. 

 

Our Address Has Changed! 

Ask any child what they want for Christmas 

and, many times, you’ll get a long list of toys, 

books, electronics and other things that tickle 

their imagination.  If you ask them what they 

need, you often end up with the same list.  It’s 

hard for children to distinguish between wants 

and needs.   

As adults, we can be the same way.  We think 

we need something when, in reality, we only 

What Do You Want for Christmas? 

The Messenger 

"He who has  

not Christmas 

in his heart  

will never find it  

under a tree.”  

—Roy L. Smith. 
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The Season of Advent has arrived—that time of the Christian 
calendar when we wait in glorious expectation the coming of 
our Lord.  To help celebrate this season, we will be having 
different folks within our church community participate in 
lighting the Advent candles.   

Also, during Advent, Pastor Nancy will offer a special sermon 
series entitled, “A Life-Giving Christmas,” that will focus on 
the hope, peace, joy and love of this special time in the 
Christian calendar. 

In December, we will be holding two Christmas services.  On Christmas Eve at 
9:00pm we will be having a special candlelight service at the church.  This is a 
wonderful time to invite family and neighbors to join in this special worship 
experience. 

On Christmas Day, we will be having a service at the regular worship time of 9:00am. 
We invite you to come together with your church family and celebrate the Lord’s day 
with us! 
 

Worship Notes for December 

Make plans now to join us on 
Sunday evening, December 
11, for an evening of music, 
munchies and merriment. 

The evening is meant to be a 
relaxed yet festive way to 
celebrate the Christmas 
season and is open to 
everyone.   

We’ll be singing carols and 
joining in other seasonal 
hymns, along with storytelling 
and other family-friendly 
activities. 

A Christmas Gathering 

It is always good to stop from time to time 
and reflect on what is good and that which 
can tolerate some improvement. That is no 
less true when we think about how we 
connect and communicate with each other.  
In that spirit, you are invited to share ways 
you think we might improve how we 
communicate within the church.  

• What else would you like to see in the 
newsletter that isn't there now? 

Making Our Connections Even Better 

• What would make the bulletin better?  
More information? Less information?  
Different format? A different way of 
handling announcements? 

• What else could be featured at the 
website or on Facebook that would be 
helpful to you or others? 

If you have ideas about these items or 
other ways in which information is shared in 
the church, please contact Pastor Nancy. 
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desire it.  And, many times once we get it we 

are not satisfied and long for something more. 

On November 27, a group of us began an 

Advent study entitled, “All I Want for Christ-

mas,’ which will be held after church services 

each Sunday through December 18.  We in-

vite you to pick up a book and join us as we 

search for the perfect Christmas gift. 

The changes were made to 
accommodate the larger 
volume of mail than the PO 
box would allow as well as 
to be better stewards of our 
funds by not incurring an 
annual rental fee for the 
post office box. 

This change will also allow 
folks who wish to drop off 
their donations to do so in a 
more secure manner which 
we hope will also be more 
convenient. 
 

want to find Christ in Christmas 

I will go to worship with my 

brothers and sisters in Christ. I 

will sing the songs of the ages, 

and proclaim the good news of 

Jesus Christ to the world. I will 

invite my neighbor to worship 

with me, or I will read the Bible 

and pray. 

Nothing can keep Christ out of 

Christmas if I endeavor to be 

the body of Christ this 

Christmas. 

(Excerpted from a blog post by Rev. 

Robb McCoy, with permission) 

The Messenger 

Our new postal address is 
501 W. Main and can 
receive mail now. Any mail 
sent to the former address 
will be forwarded for a 
short time but will 
eventually be discontinued. 

Our thanks to Sue Miller for 
making the arrangements 
for the drop box and to 
Cindy and Roger Pfalzgraf 
for installing the new 
address numbers on the 
church. 

What: 
A Christmas Gathering 

 

Where: 
At the church 

 

When: 
Sunday, December 11 

 

Time: 
6:00pm to 8:00pm 

 

 

We’ll also have Christmas 
cookies, hot cocoa and 
other holiday refreshments. 

For the kids, we will have a 
few holiday craft stations 
and activities.   

This would be a great time 
to invite your neighbor, your 
co-worker, your friends or 
anyone else who would 
enjoy an evening of fun and 
festivities. 

 Point to Ponder 

We are entering into that 

time of the Christmas 

season when people 

spend money they don't 

have to buy people 

things they don’t need to 

celebrate the birth of a 

Savior they do not 

know...and no one thinks 

twice.  Where are the 

prophets today? 

—Excerpted from  

Christmas Chaos 



Earlier this week, I was standing in the checkout lane. While there, I saw a darling 
little boy sitting in the shopping cart.  When I asked his dad how old he was, he 
replied with a smile, “Ten-and-a-half months.”   

This exchange reminded me that when we start out in life, our time is often 
measured small increments. First we count in weeks, then in months.  Ask nearly 
any toddler or preschooler how old they are and you won’t just get two years old or 
five years old. More than likely, you’ll get two-and-a-half or five-and-a-half years. 
Suffice it to say those “half” markers are a pretty big deal. And, rightly so, because it 
often represents a significant percentage of their life up to that point.  

And, it’s not just young children that take delight in these smaller measures of time. 
You’ll often hear young couples—particularly newlyweds—celebrate their time 
together in small increments as well.  There’s the first-month anniversary, the six-
month anniversary and then the ever important first- year anniversary.   

I offer all this to say that, as I pen this note, six months have passed since I was 
appointed as pastor at Staunton UMC.  A half of a year has elapsed since I first 
walked through the doors of this church for the first time.  The first thing I 
encountered was a structure that is beautiful and adorned with stunning stained 
glass windows throughout. But, far more beautiful than the sanctuary, are those that 
call this church home. 

As I have met with some of you at home or in the hospital, or whether we have 
visited for a moment after service or chatted on the phone, I realize I have been able 
to witness stunning one-of-a-kind gifts. I have been immensely blessed by the ways 
in which our relationships with one another have grown over these past six months 
and I look forward to much more. For the opportunity I have to serve you, I give God 
thanks!  Oh, and by the way, happy anniversary! 

—Pastor Nancy 
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Ponderings of  the Pastor 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

The Gifts We Bring 

As part of the Christmas story, we 

often think about the magi who 

brought gifts to Jesus (Matthew 2:11). 

Each gift held a unique meaning and 

purpose for Jesus’ life and ministry 

that lie ahead of him. 
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

In the month of December we recognize and 
remember the following folks as they celebrate 
birthdays and anniversaries.  God’s blessings 
to all of you! 

 

David Trost 
December 15 

 

Steve and Linda Handegan 
December 28 

 

Other birthdays: 

• Chiti Family — Kelley Waltrip (12/30) 

• Hartman Family — Donna Munds (12/20), 
Danny Hartman (12/2) and Dori Rhodes 
(12/15) 

 

Remembering: 

Myrle Stinnett (12/30) 
Elsie Hall (12/6) 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 

Upcoming Events     

Keeping Christ in Christmas 2 

Our Address Has Changed 2 

What Do You Want? 2 

Worship Notes for December 3 

A Christmas Gathering 3 

Making Connections Better 3 

Upcoming Events 4 

Pastor Vacation 4 

January Newsletter Deadline 4 

Birthdays & Anniversaries  4 
 

December 3 

Community Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am  

December 4 

Worship Service, 9am 

All I Want for Christmas  - Advent Study, 10:15am 

December 11 

Worship Service, 9am 

All I Want for Christmas  - Advent Study, 10:15am 

A Christmas Gathering—6-8pm 

December 18 

Worship Service, 9am 

All I Want for Christmas  - Advent Study, 10:15am 

December 24 

Candlelight Christmas Eve Service—9pm 

December 25 

Christmas Worship Service, 9am 

 

Online at stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  

 

 

December 

“I thank my God every time I remember you,  

constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of you…” 
(Philippians 1:3)  

In remembrance of this occasion, we will 

be taking up a special Christmas offering 

in December, the proceeds of which will 

be used to further God’s kingdom and 

bless those who have yet to hear the 

Good News. What a wonderful gift! 
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December 2011 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the  

January newsletter will be 

December 12.  Please 

have your items turned in 

to Pastor Nancy by that 

date. 

You can also call her at 

618-444-8531 (cell) or 

submit your items  by 

email at:  
stauntonumcpastor@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

Scheduled Absence 

for Pastor Nancy 

Our pastor will be taking 

one week off to spend with 

her family.  From 

December 26 through 

January 1, she will be on 

vacation status.   

If any pastoral care needs 

arise during that time, 

please contact Pastor 

Dennis Price at Troy UMC 

(618-667-6241).   

 


