
  Anxiously awaiting... 
 

in the sacraments and in my prayer and 

devotional time. 

 This Advent, I invite you to join me 

in rediscovering the joy and beauty of 

the season. In this newsletter, you will 

learn of opportunities for weekly 

worship as well as a special Advent 

Bible study. Moreover, a devotional 

guide is offered for those interested in 

enhancing their spiritual life this season. 

 John Wesley often referred to these 

things—worshipping, studying the 

Scripture, prayer, communion, and 

more—as means of grace. He noted that 

he was able to experience Jesus more 

fully and more richly by spending time 

with him and seeking him in these 

ways. 

 Let us open 

the gift of God’s 

grace  together 

this season. I 

can’t wait! 

 

—Pastor Nancy 
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 Anytime the FedEx or UPS driver 

drops a package off at our house, I know 

I must look like a kid in a candy store. It 

doesn’t matter that I know exactly what 

textbook or office supply can be found in 

the package. I just get all giddy thinking 

about receiving a package, opening it, 

and exploring its contents. 

 Similarly, when a new seminary class 

schedule comes out, I find that I cannot 

wait to discover what classes are 

available for me to take, when they will 

be held, and how I’ll be able to structure 

my school, church and family schedule 

for the next term.   

 I find that this time of the church 

calendar is like that as well. When we 

come into the Advent season that leads 

up to Christmas, I know full well who it 

is that I’ll find in the manger but I still 

cannot help but get excited about re-

discovering Jesus all over again.  I find 

him anew in the scriptures, I sense him in 

the songs and hymns that are sung, and I 

repeatedly encounter him  



 

 

Holy Communion 

Join us on the first Sunday of each 
month as we celebrate Holy 
Communion.  What a privilege it is 
to share in this sacrament in which 
we give thanks for Christ in our 
midst! 

Sermon Series 

 Advent ushers in the start of a new 

church year and with it we begin a five-

part sermon series, “Bethlehem Bound.”   

 Over the course of the four weeks 

leading up to Christmas, we will journey 

alongside those that were making their 

way toward the manger at Bethlehem.  

 From the perspective of the 

shepherds who heard the call in the night, 

to the animals that were present in the 

manger, to Joseph—a young man—who 

came into fatherhood in a very 

untraditional manner, and to the heart and 

soul of Mary who was asked to help 

usher a Savior into our midst, we will 

journey with these travelers in song and 

in word as they follow the Light. 

 We will explore their fears, their 

hopes, and their dreams as they anticipate 

the arrival of God’s answer for the world.  

On Christmas Eve, we will welcome and 

celebrate the arrival of Emmanuel, God 

with us. 

 As we examine their paths to Christ, 

we will also consider our own journey 

and reflect what it means to be seeking 

the Savior. 

 

Devotional Calendars 
 As we prepare for the Christ Child, 
we can prepare our hearts also. An 
Advent calendar has been produced for 

this purpose.  Be sure to get yours! 

Advent Bible Study 

 Starting on December 2, we will 

offer a four-week Advent Bible Study 

entitled, “Advent Through the Eyes of 

Those Who Waited.” 

 Much like the sermon series which 

gives us a glimpse of what the journey to 

Bethlehem was like for those who made 

the trip, this study will give us an 

opportunity to look biblically through the 

experiences of those who waited in great 

expectation for a deliverer, the Messiah. 

 The study will begin with a look in 

the Old Testament book of Isaiah and 

then take us to John the Baptist along the 

Jordan River. We then will spend time 

with Mary and her cousin Elizabeth as 

they each wait in expectation for what it 

is the God has promised them.  

 Copies of the Bible lessons will be 

available on the sanctuary table.  While 

we will go deeper in the study sessions, 

everyone is welcome to pick up a copy of 

these study guides for home use. 

 All sessions will begin at 10:10am  

(a few minutes after the service) except 

for the first session which will take place 

in the early afternoon (to allow the 

Vision 2020 group to meet as scheduled.)  

Dates and times are as follows: 

 Sun, Dec 2  —1:30 to 2:30pm 

 Sun, Dec 9  —10:10 to 11:10am 

 Sun, Dec 16—10:10 to 11:10am 

 Sun, Dec 23—10:10 to 11:10am 

Advent Study, Worship & More! 

Christmas Eve  

Service 

—————— 
 In order that more members 
of our church family can gather 
with us, the Christmas Eve service 
will be held at 4pm on Monday, 
December 24. 
 This earlier time will 
accommodate those who would 
prefer not to drive after dark, will 
be more schedule-friendly for 
those with young children, and 
would enable families to begin 
their holiday celebration in the true 
Spirit of the Season. Further it 
allows individuals an opportunity 
to spend the rest of the evening 
with family  and friends or even 
getting an earlier start on travels. 
 Make plans now to be with us 
as we worship the newborn King!  
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∗ The next Vision 20/20 

meeting is scheduled for 

December 2, at 10:10am.  

All are welcome! 

 

∗ Items for the January 

newsletter are due 

December 15. 

 

∗ Time and Talent surveys 

are due December 16 
 

∗ Christmas offerings can 

be made December 23 

during the service 

 

∗ Advent calendars can be 

found on the back table 

for personal and family 

devotions. 

Dec 19 Weekly Bible Study, 6:30pm 

Dec 22 Children’s Christmas  

  Workshop, 9:30-12:30pm 

 

Dec 23 Worship Service, 9am 

  Advent Bible Study, 10:10am 

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Service, 4pm 

Dec 30 Worship Service, 9am 

December 26-29 

His Service Station, 10am-2pm  

Dec 1 Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

Dec 2 Worship Service, 9am 

  Vision 20/20, 10:10am 

  Advent Bible Study, 1:30pm 

  Admin. Council, 6:30pm 

Dec 5 Weekly Bible Study, 6:30pm 

 

Dec 9 Worship Service, 9am 

  Advent Bible Study, 10:10am 

 

Dec 12 Weekly Bible Study, 6:30pm 

 

Dec 16 Worship Service, 9am 

  Advent Bible Study, 10:10am 

 

Quick Notes 

♫ 

Children’s Christmas Workshop 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

12/28  Linda and Steve Handegan 
 
Birthdays:  

Chiti Family — Kelley Waltrip (12/30)  
 
Hartman Family — Donna Munds 
(12/20),  Danny Hartman (12/2) and 
Dori Rhodes (12/15)  
 

Remembering:   

  Merle Stinnett (12/30) 
  Elsie Hall (12/6) 

 On Saturday, December 22, from  
9:30am to 12:30pm, our church will 
host a Children’s Christmas Work-
shop.   
 Children from Pre-K to 5th grade 
are invited to this event which will 
include games, crafts and fun while 
parents get some time to themselves.  
  

 A light lunch will be served as 
well. Preregistration is requested.  
 Please contact Cheryl Best or 
Elizabeth Feldman if you would like 
to assist with this fun holiday pro-
gram!  
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Serving the Church and the 

Community this  

HOLIDAY 

SEASON 
 

First United Methodist Church 

501 W. Main 

Staunton, IL 62088 

 

Phone   

618-635-3010  

 

E-mail    

stauntonumc@gmail.com 

 

Web  

stauntonumc.yolasite.com  

 

Facebook  

facebook.com/stauntonumc  

 

Twitter  

twitter.com/stauntonumc 

 

Christmas Cards 
This time of year our very own 

mailbox  emerges so that we can share 

expressions of Christmas joy with others 

in our church family without the expense 

of postage. 

Feel free to share cards with everyone 

or just a select few.  It’s up to you.  Extra 

cards and envelopes are also available  if 

you’d like to use those. 
 

October expenses:    $2,264 
October income:     $3,763* 
Ave Monthly target ($)    $3,879 
 
2012 Budget:               $46,552 
% Received in October       8.1% 
Ave Monthly Target      8.3% 
 
*includes $750 grant for hearing 
devices 

Focus on Finances 

Adopt a Family 
 We will once again have an oppor-

tunity to bless a local family at Christ-

mastime.  Each year we have worked 

with the schools to identify a family 

that could use some assistance during 

the holidays.  Sometimes that comes as 

gifts for the family and other times it 

can include support for food and other 

essential needs. 

 As of press time, the families had 

not yet been identified for us  but do 

continue to watch our weekly worship 

bulletins for details on the needs of the 

adopted family. 

 If there are other ways that you 

wish to bless those in our community, 

please contact Pastor Nancy. 

Offering envelopes will 

be available in early 

December and will be 

received on Sunday, 

December 23, during 
the worship service. 
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