
According to the author 
“This journey will take us 
along the same path Jesus 
walked in the days 
surrounding his journey to 
Jerusalem.  We will see 
the similarities to our own 
stories as well as the 
lessons we should pick, 
like pebbles along the 
path.” 

This seven-session study 
provides one lesson for 
each week in Lent.  Each 
lesson includes a key 
Scripture reference, a brief 

On Sunday, February 10, 
Pastor Nancy will lead a  
Lenten study, titled Mosaic: 
When God Uses All the 
Pieces by Shane Stanford. 

This study examines how 
the God of the universe 
uses the broken pieces of 
our lives to reframe our 
purpose, turning our 
discarded hopes and 
dreams into something 
beautiful and useful-a 
mosaic in which God uses 
all of the pieces.   

Lenten Study Begins February 10 

The Lenten sermon 
series—Questions Jesus 
Asked—is a seven-part 
sermon series that will be 
held from Ash Wednesday 
through Easter. 

It seems right to consider 
questions Jesus asked as 
we move through Lent 
since his questions often 
cause us to consider how 
it is with us, how our faith 
is coming, or how our 
relationship with Jesus 

Lenten Sermon Series Begins February 17 

Purple-is a color of both penitence 

and royalty used during the 

seasons of Advent and Lent.   

Blue, a color of hope, may also be 

used during Advent. 

White is used during Christmas 

and Easter Seasons and for other 

festive days, such as All Saints, 

weddings, services of baptism, and 

Colors for the Christian Year 
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On February 3, we will be celebrating Holy Communion 

as part of the service. Come and partake in this beautiful 

sacrament of redemption and forgiveness.  

 

Staunton UMC will once again be partnering with St. Paul UCC to offer 

community Lenten services. On Wednesday, February 13, we will be 

observing Ash Wednesday with a service at 7:00pm. Please join us for this 

time-honored tradition of the imposition of ashes as we prepare our hearts 

and minds for our journey with Jesus to the cross.  

 

On February 17, we will begin a new sermon series entitled, “Questions 

Jesus Asked.”  Each week during Lent we’ll examine the questions Jesus 

asked of his disciples that applies to us yet today.  

Worship Notes for February 

Financial Report for December 2012 

With approval by the Administrative Council, the area situated east of the main 
sanctuary has been newly repurposed as a study-meeting room. This more 
welcoming area will be used for Bible study groups, prayer services, small 
meeting space, and more.  In six months, we will evaluate its usage. 

Also, to encourage more fellowship with one another, the space has been 
suggested as an after-service gathering spot with coffee and light 
refreshments. Those wishing to spend time in quiet reflection before services 
might also find this to be a peaceful space to prepare their hearts and minds 
prior to worship.  Future plans include an brief evening prayer service.  To 
schedule the space, please contact Justine Pintar.  

New Space for Prayer/Study/Meetings 
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services of death and 

resurrection.   

Green, a color of growth, is 

used in the Seasons after the 

Epiphany and after Pentecost.   

Red, a color of fire, is used on 

the day of Pentecost and at 

other times when the work of 

the Holy Spirit is emphasized.  

fares.  Be considering 
how we might answer 
these questions, we can 
begin to take our own 
spiritual inventory. 

reading, questions for 
reflection or discussion, a 
brief prayer, and guided 
helps for daily Scripture 
reading and additional 
reflection in the coming 
week.  In addition, each 
group member will have an 
opportunity to create a 
mosaic of his or her own. 

The group will meet at 
10:10am Sunday mornings.  
 
There is a $5.00 suggested 
donation for study guide.   

The Messenger 

Titles in the series 
include: 

Do you believe I can? 

What is your name? 

Why do you worry? 

What is it that you want? 

Does it come from 
Heaven? 

The Question 

The Answer 

Red is also used in 

ordinations, 

consecrations, 

anniversaries and 

homecomings, Martin 

Luther King Jr. Day, or 

Memorial Day and during 

Holy Week to symbolize 

the blood of Christ.  

Words of 

Wisdom 

Prayer: 

the original 

wireless 

communication 

system! 

 

" A Bible that’s 

falling apart 

belongs to                                            

someone who 

isn’t.”    

 
Unknown  

December expenses:   $ 3,966.74 

December income:   $ 4,763.00* 

Monthly target ($)   $ 3,879.00 

2012 Budget:         $46,552 

% Received in December           9.7% 

%Target for December            8.3% 

 

*Includes funds dedicated for appor%onments 

In Western 

Christianity, Ash 

Wednesday marks 

the first day, or the 

start of the season of 

Lent, which begins 

40 days prior to 

Easter (Sundays are 

not included in the 

count). 

Lent is a time when 

many Christians 

prepare for Easter by 

observing a period of 

fasting, repentance, 

moderation and 

spiritual discipline. 

During some Ash 

Wednesday services, 

the minister will 

lightly rub the sign of 

the cross with ashes 

onto the foreheads of 

worshipers. 

The practice of 

repentance and 

mourning in ashes is 

found in 2 Samuel 

13:19; Esther 4:1; 

Job 2:8; Daniel 9:3; 

and Matthew 11:21. 



When I was (much) younger, I had many ideas 

about what type of job I would have when I grew up. 

In grade school, I wanted to be an archeologist—

helping to find buried treasures from long ago.  

Then, in junior high, I sought to become a 

horticulturist, seeking to understand life and find 

ways to encourage growth.  As I entered high 

school, I decided I wanted to be a geophysicist and had actually begun taking 

college level courses to do just that.  I thought that I could study earthquakes 

and volcanoes and find not only what caused them but to help predict them as 

well.  Common to all of these occupations was the idea of being a scientist, of 

being someone who asks a lot of questions, trying to find answers. 

Well, I didn’t become any of those things I named but I have continued to ask 

questions.  I still want to know why things are the way they are, why I am the 

way I am, and why people do the things they do.  In that way, I suppose I am 

not unlike those things I wanted to be growing up for it is by asking questions 

that I help uncover that which is buried deep (archeologist), doing what I can 

to encourage new life (horticulturist) and be present in the face of tragedy as 

well as seek ways to avoid it in the future (geophysics). 

It is said that if you talk with a Jew, you’ll soon find that any question you ask 

is often met with another question.  In that way, Jesus was no different.  He 

didn’t supply easy answers.  In truth, he often responded to questions with 

more questions.  He knew that the way we all could learn best is if we lived 

the questions ourselves.  In that spirit, our Lenten sermon series will focus on 

the “Questions Jesus Asked.”  As we study the questions he asked, perhaps 

we will find answers and, ultimately, find ourselves.       

                                                                                                    --Pastor Nancy 
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Ponderings of  the Pastor 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Pastor’s Schedule for Spring 

Pastor Nancy has a new class schedule starting February 4 for the Spring 

semester.  She will be in class on Monday and Wednesday during the daytime 

and then once a month on Thursday evening and Fridays on the following 

dates:  February 7-8   March 14-15   April 11-12    May 9-10. 

 

Please call her as needs arise at 618-444-8531 (cell).  
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

We are delighted to recognize the following 
folks as they celebrate birthdays and 
anniversaries.  God’s blessings to all of you! 

Mike Wilson, 2/2 

Joe & Sharon Hartman, 2/2 

Ann Rucker, 2/4 

Robert Handegan, 2/4 

Betty Chiti, 2/5 

Kelly Rucker, 2/10 

Kenny Wolff, 2/19 

Elva Brown, 2/22 

Stephanie Aloisi, 2/2 

 

Also:  

Linda Williams 2/9  

Robert Chiti, Jr. 2/25 
 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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February 2                                                                    

Community Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am  

February 3 

Worship Service, 9am                                                     

Vision 20/20 Meeting, 10:10 am 

February 10 

Worship Service, 9am                                                  

Lenten Study, 10:10 am 

Administrative Council Meeting, 6:30pm 

February 13 

Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7 pm 

February 17 

Worship Service, 9am 

Lenten Study, 10:10 am 

February 24 

Worship Service, 9am                                                 

Lenten Study, 10:10 am 

For an updated list of events, visit our website at        

stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  

 

 

A phone call, a card or letter or 

even a visit can mean a great 

deal to someone who is unable 

to travel easily.  Please 

remember these individuals in 

your prayers and in visits: 

Shirley Boston 

Heritage Health 

215 W. Pennsylvania, Staunton 

Kathy Brabec 

927 Reservoir Rd, Staunton 

635-3251 

 

Elva Brown 

223 E Lafayette, Staunton 

635-2431 

George Hall 

Heritage Health 

7588 Staunton Rd, Gillespie 

Melba McMillian 

516 Vincent, Staunton 

635-5568 

 

 

Newsletter 

The deadline for the  

March newsletter will be 

Wednesday, February 

15.  Please have your 

items turned in to Pastor 

Nancy by that date.  

Thank you! 

Scout Schedule 

The church building will be 

in use by Girl Scout 

Troops from 6:30-7:30pm 

on the following days: 

-Tuesday, February 12 

-Thursday, February 19 

-Tuesday, February 26 

We are pleased to be able 

to support these youth 

ministries in our local  

community! 

HIS Service Station 

Volunteers needed for 

February 18-23 from 

10am to 2pm. 

Shut ins 


