
The study will guide us, step 

by step, through the last 24 

hours of Jesus’ life. 

Each chapter is designed to 

help us experience and 

understand the significance 

of Jesus' suffering and death 

in a way we perhaps have 

never considered before. 

The study includes a DVD 

which offers footage from the 

Holy Land showing us where 

many of these events are 

believed to have taken place.   

Beginning Wednesday, 

February 29, at 7:00pm we 

will be holding a seven-week 

Lenten study entitled, “24 

Hours That Changed the 

World.”  

This study was developed by 

Adam Hamilton, founding 

pastor of The Church of the 

Resurrection (United 

Methodist) in Leawood, 

Kansas—a church that grew 

from four people in 1990 to 

over 17,000 adult members in 

2008. 

Lenten Study Begins February 29 

For several months there 
has been discussion among 
church leadership of how we 
might serve as a resource 
for the community while at 
the same time sharing God’s 
love for all people. 

These conversations were 
drawn from the idea that we 
are invited by Jesus to love 
others as ourselves, and that 
we have both the privilege 
and responsibility to serve in 
this way.   

Announcing the “Lighthouse” 

A small anniversary celebration team has 

been assembled, led by Cindy Pfalzgraf, to 

look at ways we can celebrate our anniver-

sary.  Our theme for the event is “In the  

Beginning:  An Anniversary Celebration.” 

Conversations are being held with the  

Macoupin County Historical Society and  

other community groups to see how we might 

work together to herald this occasion.  

In the Beginning:  An Anniversary Celebration 

The Messenger  

 

 

Page 3 

On February 5, we will be celebrating Holy Communion as part of the service.  Come 
and partake in this beautiful sacrament of redemption and forgiveness. 

 
Staunton UMC will once again be partnering with St. Paul UCC to 
offer a variety of Lenten services.  On Wednesday, February 22, we 
will be observing Ash Wednesday with a service at 7:00pm.  Please 
join us for this time-honored tradition of the imposition of ashes as we 
prepare our hearts and minds for our journey with Jesus to the cross.   

 

February is also Black History Month.  There will be items included as 
part of our weekly bulletins that recognize the contributions and wisdom 
from our African-American brothers and sisters. 

 

Beginning February 27, Pastor Nancy will be presenting a seven-part sermon series 
during Lent.  More details about this series can be found in the article below. 

Worship Notes for February 

Many believe that the last 
words spoken by people carry 
extra weight because it tells 
us what they consider to be 
most important as they draw 
their final breaths. 

Beginning February 27, 
Pastor Nancy will be leading 
a seven-part Lenten sermon 
series entitled “CrossWords” 
which focuses on the last 
words and phrases that Jesus 
uttered upon the cross.   

Lenten Sermon Series:  CrossWords 

January classes are now complete but 
Spring classes will soon be underway.  
Beginning February 13, Pastor Nancy will 
be in class on Monday, Wednesday and 
Thursday mornings and occasional 
Tuesday mornings. As always, please call 
her as needs arise at 618-444-8531 (cell).     

One of her Spring courses involve a week-
long conference in Chicago from the 
afternoon of February 5 through late on 
the 9th.   

Pastor’s Schedule for the Spring Term 

So that the pastor can participate in the 
conference as well as catch up with other 
classes that began February 6, she wiill be 
taking leave from February 6-19.     

During her absence, Sue Busler, a certified 
lay speaker, will be leading worship.  Rev. 
Dennis Price and his team at Troy UMC will 
be able to address any pastoral care needs 
arise during that time.  He can be reached 
at Troy UMC (church=618-667-6241; 
cell=618-407-2489).   

Page 2 

This celebration will take on much more 

meaning if we can gather multiple voices and 

memories involved in the church’s history.  If 

you, or someone you know, have recollec-

tions or artifacts that you’d like to share, we’d 

love to talk to you!.   

The church’s response to 
that is the “Lighthouse”—a 
term being given to 
Staunton’ UMC’s outreach 
and educational efforts for 
the greater Staunton area. 

As part of this effort, 
community resources are 
being compiled  based on 
community needs and will 
be shared with those who 
need it.  Workshops and 
other outreach efforts will 
be held on a variety of 
issues and related Bible 

The cost for the book is $12 

each and e-reader versions are 

readily available.   

A sign-up sheet for the Lenten 

study can be found at the back 

of the sanctuary beginning 

January 29.  Please indicate on 

the sign-up sheet if you wish to 

have a book ordered for you.  

Book orders will be placed no 

later than Monday, February 

13, to ensure that materials are 

received in time for the study. 
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studies and activities will 
be offered as well.   

 

 

 

Each Sunday a new word 
and phrase will be revealed 
that highlights the 
importance of God’s work 
for us and in us. 

Just as Advent prepares us 
for the arrival of Jesus at 
Christmas and his earthly 
ministry, Lent, too, is a time 
of preparation.  We use this 
time to ready our hearts 
and minds for what it 
means to experience new 
life in Christ.     

Did You Know? 

The practice of 

observing the Lord’s 

Supper is as much about 

table sharing with Jesus 

and others who follow 

him but also recognizing 

who is not yet seated at 

the table.   

When we reflect on how 

Jesus often met and ate 

with the “sinners” and 

those viewed as 

marginal to society, we, 

too, are encouraged to 

live in a spirit of 

inclusiveness, inviting 

those who are 

oppressed, neglected 

and poor to join with us 

in the celebration of 

Christ’s life. 

(Thoughts drawn from 
“This Holy Mystery,” 
UMC Book of 
Resolutions, Worship 
and Liturgy, page 1000.) 



I recall a devotional reading that I first read a couple of years ago that was so 
poignant that it continued to stick with me all this time.  The devotion was from a 
book called Grace for the Moment:  Inspiration for Each Day of the Year (Morning 
and Evening Edition) written by Max Lucado.  The entry was from the evening 
reading for February 5.  It follows: 

As we prepare for the beginning of Lent at the end of this month in this “season of 
love,” let us remember the full measure of love that was first shown to us by 
Jesus, God’s own Son.  Let us recall anew the steadfast grace and mercy that he, 
as one who was sinless, brings to each one of us and how we are asked to share 
this love with others. 

This month there will be several opportunities for you to participate in special 
services and Bible studies that will be offered—all designed to reflect and live into 
the type of love that truly matters. 
        —Pastor Nancy 
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Ponderings of  the Pastor 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Resource Guide Being Compiled 
As part of our outreach ministry, a 
resource guide is being developed that 
will aid folks in finding the help they 
need when they need it. 

The information will be made available 
in print and at our website for those 
needing assistance.  Mike Pintar and 
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We recognize the following folks as 
they celebrate milestones!   

February 2 
Mike Wilson 

Joe & Sharon Hartman 
 

February 4 
Ann Rucker 

Robert Handegan 
 

February 5 
Betty Chiti 

 
February 10 
Kelly Rucker 

 
February 19 

Kenneth Wolff 
 

February 22 
Elva Brown 

 
February 27 

Stephanie Aloisi  

Also: Linda Jane Williams—February 9 
 Delmo Maroso — February 24 
 Robert Chiti, Jr—February 25 

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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February 4 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

February 5 

Worship Service, 9am 

Administrative Council Meeting, 10am 

February 12 

Worship Service, 9am 

 

February 19 

Worship Service, 9am 

February 22 

Community Ash Wednesday Service, 7pm 

February 26 

Worship Service, 9am 

Lenten Study Begins, 10am 

 

Updates to the calendar can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  

 

 

February 

Pastor Nancy will be working on this 
project.  If others would like to assist or 
would like to provide names of agencies, 
organizations or groups that they have 
found helpful (health/wellness, finances, 
respite services, counseling and more), it 
is most welcome. 
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Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the  

March newsletter will be 

February 17.  Please have 

your items turned in to Pastor 

Nancy by that date. 

Thank you! 

 

 (Copyright Gospel Communications International, Inc  www.reverendfun.com)  

Church Chuckle 

“Love Isn’t Easy” 
 

Love isn’t easy.  Not for you.  Not for me.  Not even for Jesus. Want proof?  
Listen to his frustration:  “You people have no faith. How long must I stay 
with you?  How long must I put with you?” (Mark 9:19). 

How long must I put up with you?  “Long enough to be called crazy by my 
brothers and a liar by my neighbors.  Long enough to be run out of my town 
and my Temple…” 

How long?  “Until the rooster sings and the sweat stings and the mallet rings 
and a hillside of demons smirk at a dying God.” 

How long?  “Long enough for every sin to so soak my sinless soul that 
heaven will turn in horror until my swollen lips pronounce the final transac-
tion:  “It is finished.” 

How long?  “Until it kills me.” 

http://stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php
http://www.reverendfun.com/

