
August 12, 1837, is the date that the deed was sign for the 

property upon which our church currently resides.  Older 

records from the community illustrate that places were 

identified in proximity to where we were located.  Many of 

those places are gone now but our church still remains!  God 

still has work for us yet to do and love to share!! 

On August 12, 2012, we will be celebrating 175 years in the 

heart of Staunton.  Our daylong celebration will include a worship service, a special picnic 

luncheon, two different outdoor concerts and an ice cream social.  This is a day for the whole 

family to enjoy and is a wonderful way to celebrate the legacy of this church in Staunton.  If you 

would like to help, contact Cindy Pfalzgraf, chair of the Anniversary Celebration committee.   

Our website features pictures from past events, an interactive timeline of 

Staunton UMC’s history and more.  You can find it at  

 http://stauntonumc.yolasite.com/anniversary.php  

Come celebrate our anniversary!! 

Bible study groups continue — join us! 

One of the speakers at the 2012 Annual 

Conference was Rev. Jorge Acevedo, senior 

pastor of a rapidly growing UMC church in 

southern Florida.  In the message that he 

shared, he noted that we are meant to work in 

teams.  Two of the points that reinforce this 

belief include:   

• The Bible teaches team ministry through 

the experience of David and mighty men; 

Nehemiah and the rebuilding of the wall; 
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Throughout the month of July and into the first Sunday of August) we will launch a new 

sermon series entitled, “Coming to Our Senses.”  Each Sunday we will introduce a 

new “sense” and share what the Bible has to teach us about how we engage our 

senses for spiritual growth and for reaching out to serve others. 

 

Worship Notes for July 

Pastor Nancy was one of two invited 
speakers at the Committee on the 
Status and Role of Women 
(COSROW) luncheon at the Illinois 
Great Rivers Annual Conference in 
June. 

She was invited to share her call into 
ministry and ways in which she has 
been influenced by others in her 
journey.  Nancy was one of two 
$1,000 scholarship recipients this 
year, with funds to be used in support 
of her education. 

Focus on Finances 

Pastor Nancy has written a grant proposal 
to the New York office of the UMC Global 
Ministries seeking financial support for the 
purchase of assistive listening/hearing 
devices for the church.   

The system we currently have is non-
functional and, to our knowledge, is at 
least 30 years old and incapable of 
working with our current sound system. 

The devices that we hope to acquire with 
grant support are individual units, allowing 

Grant for hearing devices submitted 

each individual to adjust 
the volume to a setting that 
is suitable for him or her. 

It is our belief that no one 
should be excluded from 
full participation in worship 
and other events in the life 
of the church.   

Having such devices available is a way that 
we can honor that belief.  Please pray we 
are successful in our bid to acquire these. 
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Jesus and the disciples and Paul and 

his missionary team. 

• Our Wesleyan heritage modeled team 

ministry. Acevedo challenged the notion 

of the solitary circuit rider, noting that 

these riders were formed in community 

and persons were invited to be a part of 

a class meeting. 

For Christ, we work better together! 

The Messenger 

"God himself has 
condescended to 
teach the way: for this 
very end he came 
from heaven. He hath 
written it down in a 
book. O give me that 
book! At any price 
give me the Book of 
God!" 

 
John Wesley 

Preface to  
Standard Sermons 

May expenses:   $2,614 

May income:     $3,921 
Average monthly target ($) $3,879 

 
2012 Budget:                       $46,552 
% Received in May     8.4% 
% Average Monthly Target    8.3% 

Celebrating 175 

years in the heart 

of Staunton! 

Featured Speaker Did You Know? 

The Illinois Great Rivers 
Conference coordinates 
mission trips abroad.  
Travel groups are being 
formed now for Haiti, 
Honduras and Liberia—
both this year and next.   

If you or someone you 
know would like to 
experience hands-on 
ministry in one– or two-
week long trips, please 
contact Pastor Nancy for 
details! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Week 1:  Sight 

Week 2:  Sound 

Week 3:  Touch 

Week 4:  Taste 

Week 5:  Scent 

Week 6:  Spirit 

So great was John Wesley’s 

love of scripture he was said 

to be “a man of one book.”  

He relied on the Bible for all 

aspects of his life—in his 

teachings and in his personal 

pursuit of holiness. 

In our Wesleyan tradition, we, 

too, have recognized the 

value of engaging scripture.  

Since last fall, we have 

conducted a series of Bible 

studies—some relating to 

life’s true gifts, some focusing 

on what we could learn from the 

last hours of Jesus’ death and, 

most recently, how we can live 

our lives with faith and not fear. 

Wednesday evening Bible 

studies will continue, with the 

next focus on direct studies of 

various books of the Bible.   

These classes will resume on 

Wednesday, July 11, at  6:30 

p.m. and are open to the 

public.  These study 

groups are a great way for 

us to gather as a faith 

community to study God’s 

Word and to discover the 

impact of the Bible and 

Christ’s teachings on our 

lives today. 



 

Some time ago, I picked up a book entitled Jesus in 
Blue Jeans, a book which got its name from how the 
author, Laura Jones, relates to Jesus.  She believed 
that Jesus was one who met people where they 
were, spoke their language, and engaged with them 
on their own level.  Thus, as a blue-jean-wearing 
believer, she chooses to encounter Jesus that way. 

In one of her chapters, “He Lived the Answer,” Laura 
recalls a popular teaching method in ministry known 
as “living the question”; which asserts that if we don’t 
have all the answers, we should live into the questions we have, much like asking 
“what if the world were a peaceful place?” and then living accordingly.   

Not that there is anything inherently wrong with this view—in fact, it has been a viable 
way of approaching ministry—yet, as she reflected upon this, Laura wondered if 
Jesus was one who didn’t so much live the question but lived the answer.  She 
notes, “When Jesus encountered a sick or discontented person he did not linger in 
philosophical discussions about how and why the person reached that state.  
Instead, be became the answer—and showed those he was trying to help how they 
could become part of the answer, too.  “Your faith has made you well...Reach out 
your hand...Rise up and walk...Lazarus, come forth…”  All of these were highly 
interactive exchanges about “becoming the answer.” 

Laura, later in the same chapter, commented that she often hears the question, “If 
God is so loving, why does he allow children to starve to death in Africa?”  Her 
response?  “God doesn’t allow it—we do.”  She shares, “It has been my observation 
that the people who choose to involve themselves in solving the earth’s ills waste 
little time or energy on blaming God. They have decided to not live the question but 
live the answer.”  Among the scriptures she references is John 5:17:  “My father goes 
on working and so do I.”   
 
Jesus has lived the answer and invites us to do the same. 
             —Pastor Nancy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

We recognize the following folks as 
they celebrate birthday or anniversary 
milestones!   

July 8 
Billy Miller 

 
July 14 

Mary Hebenstreit 
 

July 19 
Bill Miller 

 

July 27 
Jeff Leitschuh 

 

July 30 
Harold Diel 

 

Also 

David Hall—7/16 
Christopher Smith—7/28 
  

Remembering 

Elmer Bruhn — 7/23 

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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July 1 

Worship Service, 9am 

Administrative Council Meeting 

July 5 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

 

July 7 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

 

July 8 

Worship Service, 9am  

July 11 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

July 15 

Worship Service, 9am 

July 18 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

July 22 

Worship Service, 9am 

 

July 25 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

July 29 

Worship Service, 9am 

July 9-14 

His Service Station 

10-2 Monday through Saturday 

Calendar updates can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  

 

 

Volume 2, Issue 1 

July 2012 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the August 

newsletter will be July 20.   

 

Church Chuckles 

Their Mothers Might Have Said It... 

“Sampson! Get your hand out of that 

lion. You don’t know where it’s been!” 

“David! I told you not to play in the 

house with that sling! Go practice your 

harp. We pay good money for those les-

sons.” 

“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego! I 

told you never to play with fire!” 

“Noah! No, you can’t keep them! How 

many times do I have to tell you, don’t 

bring home any more strays.” 

“James and John! No more burping at 

the table, please. People are going to 

call you the sons of thunder.” 

                        _______ 

From the World’s Greatest Collection  

of Church Jokes 

In recognition of the one-year 
anniversary of Pastor Nancy’s ministry 
at Staunton, she shares the following 
poem (written by Joanna Fuchs): 

 
A brand new year! 

A clean slate on which to write 
our hopes and dreams. 

People Like You 
This year: 

 
Less time and energy on things; 
More time and energy on people. 

All of life’s best rewards, 
deepest and finest feelings, 

greatest satisfactions, 
come from people-- 

people like you. 


