
Troy UMC is hosting a series of summer 

camps for kids.  Contact the church office  

(618-667-6241) for more information and/or 

visit www.troyumc.org/summer to register. 

June 17-21      Summer Sports Camp  

June 16-22      Beulah Youth Camp (7-12) 

June 24-28      Music and Drama Camp 

June 28-29      Beulah Beginning Camp  

             (2nd-4th grades) 

July 8-12         Vacation Bible School  

Local Summer Camps 
for Kids 

Pastor Absences in June 

Chances are—at one time or another—you’ve 

visited the Land Between. It is a place where 

we are thrust when we receive unexpected, 

and often unwelcome, news.  Beginning June 

2, we will start a new sermon series based, in 

part, on a book by Jeff Manion entitled “The 

Land Between” that speaks to these times.   

Manion, a pastor at Ada Bible Church, 

observed, however, that it is during those 

wilderness journeys that we experience the 

greatest growth.  Just as the Israelites were 
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On Sunday, June 2, we will celebrate the sacrament of Holy Communion.  That 

Sunday will also kick off a new sermon series entitled The Land Between with our first 

focus being “Complaint.”  On June 9, we continue with “Provision” and on June 16 we 

explore “Discipline.”  The series then concludes on June 23 with “Growth.”  On June 

30, Cheryl Best will be bringing the message. 

Also this month, we observe Father’s Day on June 16 where we will be passing out a 

special treat to recognize those who exhibit fatherly (and grandfatherly) qualities in the 

lives of others. 

Worship Notes for June 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On May 17, Pastor Nancy graduated 

from Eden Theological Seminary with a 

Master of Divinity degree.   

We have been fortunate to have many other churches share their resources, studies 

and books with us when they no longer have need for them.  Recently, Pastor Nancy 

was contacted by Troy UMC to see if we might be interested in Bible study materials—

including books, DVDs and more.  How wonderful it is that we can share with one 

another to further the kingdom for Christ! 

Bible Study Donations Received 
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led out of Egypt and spent time in the 

wilderness, they soon began to learn things 

about themselves, about God, and about 

their relationship with God.  It wasn’t until 

they had these experiences that they could 

ultimately enter the Promised Land. 

Drawing from this book and pulling from 

various biblical stories, we will look at the 

themes of (1) complaint, (2) provision, (3) 

discipline, and (4) growth. 

The Messenger  

In addition, she was presented with the 

Gerhard and Marie Grauer Award. This 

award is made each year by the faculty to 

the graduate who holds special promise for 

pastoral ministry. Excellent academic 

accomplishment, preaching, pastoral care 

skills, and promise to fulfill the broad range 

of pastoral responsibilities are considered in 

making this award.  

The award honors Mrs. Grauer and Dr. 

Grauer, a graduate of Eden Theological 

Seminary and long-time Pastor of St. Paul's 

United Church of Christ in Chicago, IL.  

Pastor Nancy Receives Seminary Award  
Did You Know? 

The United Methodist 
Church recently began a 
fun and informative 
weekly web series 
entitled, “Chuck Knows 
Church.” 

In each episode, Chuck 
teaches about the 
objects, symbols and 
terms used in the church.  
Episodes are generally 
three minutes long and 
cover topics such as 
liturgical colors and their 
meaning, the origins of 
the offering plate, the 
cross, baptism, and so 
much more.  To view or 
to sign up for email 
notices, please visit 
chckknowschurch.com 

Annual Conference, held 

June 5-8 in Peoria, IL,  

represents that time of year 

when clergy and laity gather 

from across the Illinois Great 

Rivers Conference to address 

business matters of the 

church, plan for the Church’s 

future and fellowship with one 

another.  

Because of pre-conference 

meetings, Pastor Nancy will 

be traveling Monday 

afternoon, June 3, and will be 

there through Saturday 

afternoon. If there are pastoral 

care needs during the week, 

please contact the staff at 

Troy UMC at 618-667-6241.  

After hours, please contact 

Deb Inman at 618-974-8010. 

Also, as Pastor Nancy 

transitions to her new 

appointment at Catlin, the last 

day to arrange a move is 

Friday, June 28. Because of 

this, she has requested 

and received permission 

to take one week’s 

vacation (of the two that 

remain) so that she can 

physically relocate to 

Catlin, IL.  Troy UMC has 

agreed to provide 

pastoral care during that 

week and Cheryl Best 

has agreed to bring the 

message on June 30. 

Online Course  
for Adults 

Lifelong United Methodist?  New to United 

Methodism?  United Methodism 101 is 

designed for new church members and 

anyone else wanting to know more about 

our history, structure, beliefs, ministries, 

and more. 

The online course runs 

from June 19-July 31 

and costs $9.99.  For 

more details, visit 

shop.umc.org/training.  As part of our recent Means of Grace sermon series, we explored the topic of prayer.  

The UMC has a web page dedicated to prayer that includes readings, how-to’s, 

devotionals and more.  Simply type “Teach Us to Pray” at umc.org.  Don’t have a 

computer?  Consider a visit to the local library to get started. 

Teach Us to Pray 

“Do not neglect to do good and to share 

what you have, for such sacrifices are 

pleasing to God.” 
                                         Hebrews 13:16 



When I arrived at Staunton UMC, I wrote a blog entry in which I 

shared about the very first encounter that I had with the 

church.  I noticed not only the beautiful structure but also the 

kindness and warmth of the people it embraced.  I had 

wondered what our time would be together and how God 

would be present in this place.  And, I reflected on how we 

were becoming much like dance partners—each getting 

accustomed to new ways of dancing. 

Well, it’s now been nearly two years since we began our first tentative dance steps 

together.  Yet dance we did.  We have journeyed together through times of grief and 

times of hope.  We have danced through times of prayer and times of worship and 

celebration.  We have beheld the Christ child together and we have presented 

ourselves in Lent with ashes upon our head and confession upon our hearts.  We 

have danced in and through the community, offering care to children in the schools 

needing clothing and offering joy to families at Christmastime.  We’ve helped to put 

food in the bellies of little ones who would normally go without.  We’ve been 

caretakers of the gifts we’ve been given and made needed improvements to the 

parsonage and the church property.  In recognition of 175 years in the same space, 

we threw a party to which the community was invited.  In our time together, we’ve 

opened the doors to various Scout troops and we’ve participated in ecumenical 

ministries such as His Service Station. 

In all these things and more, we danced. We moved to the music provided to us by 

God and we danced the best way we knew how.  And yet, I now sense a discernable 

tap on my shoulder.  One that says, “May I have this dance?”  And so I slowly step 

back, both mourning the conclusion of our dance yet having great joy at having had 

the pleasure and privilege of having been out on the dance floor with you. I look 

forward with anticipation and with joy in seeing you begin a new dance, learning new 

moves and going new places.  My heart is full. 

My prayer is that you will continue to grow in the love and service of our Lord Jesus 

Christ and that you will go on to do great things for God and God’s people in this 

church, this community, and this world.                 —Pastor Nancy 
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We recognize the following folks as 
they celebrate birthday or anniversary 
milestones!   

June 3 
Denny Smith 

June 7 
Nikki Pintar 

June 9 
David Rucker 

 
June 14 

Cindy Pfalzgraf 

June 15 
Frances McLauchlin 

 
June 30 

Dottie Brabec 
 

Also 

Barbara Brown — 6/7 
Kathryn Hall — 6/19 
Steve Handegan — 6/25 
  

Remembering 

Bertha Pintar — 6/10 

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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June 1 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

 

June 2 

Worship Service, 9am 

Administrative Council, 6:30pm 

June 5 

Kid’s Café, 10am-12noon, St. Paul UCC 

Bible study, 6:30pm 

 

June 8 

Reserved for private function, 1-3pm  

June 9 

Worship Service, 9am 

June 12 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

June 16 

Worship Service, 9am 

June 19 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

June 23 

Worship Service, 9am 

Farewell Brunch, 10am 

 

June 26 

Kid’s Café, 1-3pm, St. Paul UCC 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

July 30 

Worship Service, 9am 

Calendar updates can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  
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Kid’s Café Launches 

This summertime feeding 

ministry program begins 

its 2013 season on 

Wednesday, June 5.   

This represents the 

continuation of a ministry 

that started last year 

based in conjunction with 

St. Paul UCC.  

Last year we learned that there were 

over 400 children in grades K-8 who 

qualify for the free-lunch program at 

school.  However, when school is out, 

the family is left with no support.  Our 

response has been to provide a grocery 

sack full of healthy foods for the family.  

Contents usually include fruits, 

vegetables, milk, bread, peanut butter 

and other items that kids can make on 

their own as needed. 

If you would like to volunteer, please 

contact Cindy Pfalzgraf at 635-3819. 

The church will be hosting a farewell brunch for Pastor Nancy and her family 

immediately following the Sunday service on June 23 at 10am. 

This will be an opportunity to gather for food and fellowship as we offer appreciation 

and a send-off to Nancy, Mike, Emily and Erin.  Please be in touch with Cheryl Best 

about what dishes are needed. Cheryl can be reached at 635-2360. 

Farewell Brunch to be Held June 23 

http://stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php

