
Nearly sixty folks gathered at the church on April 18 when author and 

researcher Cindy Leonard shared with us the unique history of Staunton.  

There was a lot of information presented and a number of questions from 

those who attended. 

Thanks to those in our church who offered hospitality through preparing 

refreshments and who have helped to coordinate these historical 

presentations. 

Our next opportunity to learn and grow is on May 16 at 7pm when we there will be 

a presentation on “The History of Staunton Churches.”  Each church in the 

community has been invited to come and share how they have come to be.  We’d 

like to share our story, too, so we invite your participation, your questions and your 

memories.     

Our website features pictures from past events, an interactive timeline of Staunton UMC’s 

history and more.  You can find it at  http://stauntonumc.yolasite.com/anniversary.php  

Celebration Series Continues 

Next Bible Study Announced 

One unique aspect of the United Methodist 

Church is its connectional nature.  Instead of 

being independent churches, we are all 

connected in districts, annual conferences, 

jurisdictional conferences and the general 

conference.  Our denomination is truly a world

-wide church and one that operates under a 

common set of guidelines.  Within the US 

specifically, guidelines are set forth on how 

churches are organized, how one becomes 

ordained, the details of our mission, what we 
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On May 6, we will be observing Holy Communion as part of our worship service. 

Special music is planned for May 13 in recognition of Mother’s Day. 

The season of Easter in the Christian calendar continues for 50 days until the Day of 
Pentecost (May 27)—when we celebrate the presence of the Holy Spirit.  There will be 
a special feature as part of this year’s worship service that you won’t want to miss! 

Worship Notes for May 

Repairs are being made to the 
parsonage such that we can make it 
available as a rental to the 
community.  Work includes painting 
throughout, removal of worn carpet 
and repairs on a bathroom. 

If you can assist with the repair work, 
please contact Mike Pintar (Trustees) 
to see how you can help.  If you can 
provide financial resources for these 
repairs, please consider a gift to the 
Building Fund.   

Thanks for your stewardship! 

Focus on Finances 

Pastor Nancy will conclude her Spring 
classes on May 18 and will adopt a 
modified schedule for the summer with 
dates to be announced soon. 
 
From June 6-9, clergy and lay delegates 
are slated to attend the Illinois Great 
Rivers Annual Conference in Peoria.  A 
member of the Troy UMC church will be 
identified for pastoral care needs during 
that time.  Pastor Nancy will return in time 
to lead worship on the 10th. 

Pastor’s Summer Schedule 

As it stands right now, Pastor Nancy will be 
taking one summer course in the 
afternoons from June 11-15 at seminary.  
For this class, there will be some advance 
work and some papers to submit after the 
class has finished. 
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believe and support, when/how we meet to 

conduct business and so much more.   

The General Conference meets two weeks 

every four years to evaluate and update the 

means by which we are governed and is 

currently in session (April 24 through May 4) 

in Tampa.  Please be in prayer for the 

leadership of our global church at this time 

as they make decisions that impact the type 

of witness we are in this world. 
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March expenses:  $4,736 

March income:     $2,664 
Average monthly target ($) $3,879 

 
2012 Budget:                       $46,552 
% Received in March     5.7% 
% Average Monthly Target    8.3% 

Celebrating 175 

years in the heart 

of Staunton! 

Parsonage Notes Did You Know? 

The two banners located 
at the back of the 
sanctuary were hand-
made by Cheryl Best 
and Elizabeth Feldman. 
We appreciate their 
talent, time and skill in 
creating beautiful altar 
arrangements and 
meaningful worship 
spaces. 
 
Thanks, ladies! 

Other notable happenings this month (as 
recognized by the UMC) include— 
 

Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 
Christian Home Month 
Mental Health Awareness Month 
Holocaust Memorial Day — May 8 
Armed Forces Week—May 11-19 
Mother’s Day—May 13 
Ascension Day—May 17 

Heritage Sunday—May 20 
Aldersgate Day—May 24 
Memorial Day—May 28 

Day of Pentecost 

May 27 

Those that participated in the 

recent Lenten study (24 

Hours that Changed the 

World) discovered that there 

were many decisions made in 

Jesus’ last days that were 

made out of fear.  Sadly, 

making decisions out of a 

place of fear is still something 

we grapple with today.  So, it 

is only fitting that our next 

Bible study speak to this 

issue. 

Beginning Wednesday, May 23 

at 6:30pm, we will begin our 

next study entitled, “Fearless” 

by Max Lucado, a renowned 

Christian author and pastor.  If 

there is enough interest, a 

daytime class will be offered.  

All classes will meet in the 

parsonage. 

This six week study will help us 

navigate those things that 

create fear in our lives—poor 

economies, flare-ups in the 

Middle East, upswings in 

global warming, family 

conflict and more—and 

show how we can respond 

with faith and not fear. 

The class will feature DVD 

segments, a book and a 

study guide.  More details 

about the study will be 

available shortly. 



A story is told of a doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest who 
were out for a Sunday afternoon flight on a small private plane. 
Suddenly, the plane developed engine trouble. In spite of the best 
efforts of the pilot, the plane started to go down. Finally, the pilot 
grabbed a parachute, yelled to the passengers that they had better 
jump, and then he bailed out.  
 
Unfortunately, there were only three parachutes remaining. The 
doctor grabbed one and said "I'm a doctor, I save lives, so I must 
live," and jumped out.  
 
The lawyer then said, "I'm a lawyer and lawyers are the smartest people in the world. 
I deserve to live." He also grabbed a parachute and jumped.  
 
The priest looked at the little boy and said, "My son, I've lived a long and full life. You 
are young and have your whole life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in 
peace."  
 
The little boy handed the parachute back to the priest and said, "Not to worry, Father. 
The 'smartest man in the world' just took off with my back pack." 

—— 

This story was not shared to besmirch lawyers but rather to remind us how important 
it is that we be sure of what it is that we rely on and where we place our confidence.  
Do we count on things that just look good on the outside to ourselves and others, or 
do we place our trust in Christ?  When times get tough and we encounter crises in 
our lives—which all of us will at one point or another—we need to make sure our 
parachute is the real thing.  We need to be certain that it has been packed with 
prayer, God’s word to us in scripture, the love of Christ, the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit, and the fellowship of other believers.  It is these things that will help us through 
those times when we seem to be in free-fall. Come to church and we’ll help you pack 
your parachute! 
             —Pastor Nancy 
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

We recognize the following folks as 
they celebrate birthday or anniversary 
milestones!   

 
May 6 

Cody Best 
 

May 21 
Opal Brown 

 

May 28 
Mary Bruhn 

 

May 29 
Nancy Wilson 

 

 

 
Also: 

Jason Dugger — 5/6 
Rebecca Painter — 5/7 
Jeffrey Smith — 5/22

  

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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May 5 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

 

May 6 

Worship Service, 9am 

Administrative Council Meeting 

May 13 

Worship Service, 9am  

May 16 

“History of Staunton Churches,” 7pm 

May 20 

Worship Service, 9am 

May 23 

Fearless (Bible Study), 6:30pm 

@ Parsonage 

 

 

 

 

 

May 27 

Worship Service, 9am 

May 30 

Fearless (Bible Study), 6:30pm 

@ Parsonage 

 

Calendar updates can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  
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May 2012 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the June 

newsletter will be May 18.  

Please have your items 

turned in to Pastor Nancy by 

that date. 

Thank you! 

 

Signs of  the Times 
Church Marquee Humor 

"To belittle is to be little." 

“The most powerful position is on your 

knees.” 

Source:  http://www.gospelweb.net/HumorWorks/

churchmarqueesigns.htm  

“Come in for a faith lift.” 

“Can’t sleep?  Don’t count sheep.  Talk 

to the Shepherd!” 

“Honk if you love Jesus. Text while driv-

ing if you want to meet him.” 

“This church is prayer-conditioned.” 

Source: http://www.hopecrc.ca/humor.htm  

 

As you may know, our church is part 

of a consortia of churches in Staunton 

that come together to operate His 

Service Station—a combination thrift 

store/food pantry that assists those in 

Staunton and surrounding communi-

ties with critical needs—food, heating 

bills, medical assistance, and more.   

Stepping Out in (His) Service to Others 

It has been a blessing to be able to direct 

the many calls we get for assistance to 

this food/care pantry.  Yet, we are only 

able to do that because of our participa-

tion in volunteering a few days each 

month.  Please prayerfully consider how 

you might give of your time to support 

this worthy and caring resource.  Thanks! 


