
Those present at worship on Sunday, April 14, received the following pulpit announcement:  

“Many of you are aware that I will be graduating from seminary next month and will be 

commissioned as a provisional elder this June.  As I continue my path toward ordination, the 

next step is to enter the Residence-in-Ministry program of The United Methodist Church.  It is 

toward that end that Bishop Jonathan Keaton, of the Illinois Great Rivers Conference, has 

appointed me as a full-time local licensed pastor at Catlin United Methodist Church in Catlin, 

Illinois. I will begin my appointment there on July 1 of this year. 

Some of you may have been expecting such a change while for others this is something new.  

Within the United Methodist Church, when clergy enter the ministry, we do so by taking a vow of 

itinerancy.  This means that we are sent by the bishop to serve various churches and 

communities throughout our ministry—all in an attempt to share the gifts and graces that God 

has given us in ways that further the kingdom of Christ. 

If you have any questions or comments about this process, please know that I welcome the 

opportunity to talk with you further.”                                                                    
                — Pastor Nancy 

Pastoral Change Announced 

Keeping the Faith — A Bible Study 

We are now entering our second year of a 

partnership with the St. Paul UCC in Staunton 

as it relates to childhood hunger. 

Last year, we began a local feeding ministry 

designed to provide healthy food items to 

children in grades K-8 who qualify for the free 

lunch program in their schools.  When on 

summer break, these kids no longer have 

access to meals leaving many to go hungry. 

Kid’s Café Kicks Off  Soon 
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In May, we will be starting a new sermon series entitled The 

Means of Grace.  Each Sunday we will look at those things 

that John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, saw as important 

to our faith walk.  The first of those is the observance of the 

sacraments so we will explore the sacrament of holy 

communion as we celebrate it on May 5. 

The next Sunday, May 12, we will focus on the value of 

searching the scriptures and the following Sunday, May 19, 

we’ll examine the role of prayer as means of experiencing 

grace. That Sunday is also known as the Day of Pentecost 

which occurs 50 days after Easter and celebrates the work of the Holy Spirit in and 

through our lives. Then, on May 26, Rev. Jan Foulk, an ordained elder in the UMC and 

a daughter of our congregation, will help shed light on works of mercy, specifically 

sharing about the work that she and others have done in Liberia. 

Worship Notes for May 

Do you have a heart for bringing 
people together?  If so, then 
coordinating the fellowship time after 
worship may be for you. 

We are desiring to start a fellowship 
time with coffee and light 
refreshments at least one Sunday per 
month.  

If you think you might be 
interested in assisting in 
this way, please contact 
Pastor Nancy. 

 

Focus on Finances 

During Pastor Nancy’s time here, she has 
pursued a Master of Divinity degree at 
seminary and has also been working 
toward ordination as an elder in The 
United Methodist Church.  In May and 
June, she will be celebrating special 
milestones in both of these journeys. 

The first milestone is her graduation from 
Eden Theological Seminary in St. Louis, 
MO. The graduation ceremony will take 
place on Friday, May 17, 2013, at 7:30pm 

You’re Invited... 
at the St. Lucas United Church of Christ at 
11735 Denny Road, St. Louis, MO 63126.   

Then, on Friday, June 7, 2013, Pastor 
Nancy will be formally commissioned as a 
provisional elder at the Illinois Great Rivers 
Annual Conference.  An ordination, 
commissioning and holy communion 
service will take place at 7:00pm at the 
Peoria Civic Center (Peoria, IL) led by 
Bishop Jonathan Keaton.   
 
All are welcome to attend both events. 
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Kids Café provides children with a week’s 

worth of groceries including milk, fruit, 

vegetables, peanut butter, bread and other 

staples.  All items can be prepared by kids 

(without stove or microwave) if an adult is 

unavailable due to work or other obligations. 

If you are interested in helping with this 

program, please contact Cindy Pfalzgraf.  

Our community’s kids are counting on you! 

The Messenger 

 
 

March expenses:  $3.514 
 
March income:     $4,237 
Average monthly target ($) $4,023 

 
2013 Budget:                       $48,276 
% Received in March     8.7% 
% Average Monthly Target    8.3% 

Fellowship Friends 

Day of Pentecost 

May 19 

To correspond with our May 

sermon series on the Means 

of Grace, we will take a look 

at the various ways that we 

can help nourish our faith. 

Topics in the three-week 

study will include prayer and 

meditation, Bible study and 

devotions, and caring for 

ourselves and others. 

There will be no specific 

workbook for this study.  

Rather Pastor Nancy will draw 

upon Scripture and a collection 

of other resources to lead the 

class. 

If you’ve been wanting to learn 

more about ways to build up 

your faith and grow closer to 

God, then consider signing up 

for this short-term Bible study. 

The class will run for three 

Sundays beginning May 5.  We 

will meet at 10:10am in the 

prayer/meeting room. A 

signup sheet is available at 

the back table. 

Mother’s Day 

May 12 

Graduation 

May 17 

Commissioning 

June 7 

The itinerant 

system, where 

pastors move from 

one appointment to 

another, dates back 

to American frontier 

days when circuit 

riding preachers 

traveled on 

horseback from 

town to town.  



Several years ago, I was introduced to a book entitled, “The Five Love Languages” 

written by Gary Chapman  The premise of this book is that we all have different ways 

of expressing love to one another and that by understanding those differences we 

can understand what our friend, neighbor, or spouse is trying to convey to us.  The 

different love languages include: 

• Words of affirmation—Mark Twain once said, “I can live for two months on a good 

compliment.”  Folks who experience love this way recognize the power of words 

of encouragement and recognize how much it feeds the soul. 

• Quality time— Others find that uninterrupted time, where the other person gives 

their undivided attention, is a rich gift of love. It communicates to them that they 

are worthy of someone else’s time and focus. 

• Receiving gifts—For some, receiving gifts is a measure of love. It doesn’t matter 

what the item cost but rather that it indicates that the other person thinks of them.  

It’s a tangible reminder of the love held by one person for another. 

• Acts of service—This love language sees the acts that one does for another as an 

expression of love. It can be as simple as cooking a meal or cleaning the garage.  

Each expression requires planning, time, effort and energy. 

• Physical touch—In this category, we find love being shared through physical 

contact such as holding hands, hugging and back rubs.  Research has long 

showed that physical touch impacts emotional health in a number of ways and for 

some this goes beyond therapeutic needs and signifies that they are truly loved. 

In Scripture, Jesus often met people where they were, speaking their own language, if 

you will. As I look over this list, I can see a number of ways in which Jesus used 

different love languages for those he encountered—in ways that mattered to each 

person. For example, in acts of service, I’m reminded of Jesus’ foot-washing of the 

disciples. Can you think of others?  How is it that you show love to others?  What item

(s) on the list are ways you experience love from others?  I invite you to reflect on 

these questions as we think about what it means to love our neighbors and what it 

means to say that God is love. 

                    In Christian love, Pastor Nancy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

We recognize the following folks as 
they celebrate birthday milestones!   

 

 

May 6 
Cody Best 
Jason Dugger 
 

May 21 
Opal Brown 
 

May 28 
Mary Bruhn 
 

May 29 
Nancy Wilson 
 

 
Also: 

 
Rebecca Painter — 5/7 
Jeffrey Smith — 5/22 

Celebrations! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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May 4 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

 

May 5 

Worship Service, 9am 

Keeping the Faith Bible Study, 10:10am 

Administrative Council Meeting, 6:30pm 

May 12 

Worship Service, 9am  

Keeping the Faith Bible Study, 10:10am 

Mother’s Day 

 

May 19 

Worship Service, 9am 

Keeping the Faith Bible Study, 10:10am 

May 22 

Bible study, 6:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

May 27 

Worship Service, 9am 

May 30 

Bible study, 6:30pm 

 

Calendar updates can be found online at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  
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Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the June 

newsletter will be May 17.  

Please have your items 

turned in to Pastor Nancy by 

that date. 

Thank you! 

Memorial Day Prayer 

Loving and Gracious God, 

Thank you for the men and women who 

protect us and preserve your gifts of life, 

country, and freedom at home and 

abroad, even at the sacrifice of their 

own lives. They and their families are 

the true heroes among us. Today we 

remember all those who have laid down 

their lives so that we can continue to 

enjoy the rights of life, liberty, and the 

pursuit of happiness. Let your perpetual 

light shine upon them, and grant them 

eternal rest.   

Protect all who 

serve and 

keep us free 

from injustice 

and harm. In 

Jesus’ name 

we pray, 

Amen. 

Neoga UMC (in east central Illinois) 

no longer had need for its 4’ x 6’ 

lighted sign so Pastor Nancy was able 

to acquire it for our own use at no 

cost. 

Proper signage has long been a 

concern for the church.  Being able to 

Staunton UMC Gets New Sign 

have something that is visible day and 

night and that features adequate space 

to announce upcoming events and 

sermon topics was considered important.   

Plans will likely include placing the new 

sign in the existing location once the 

wording on the sign is changed. 


