
participate in our 2011 Ad-

vent study which begins Sun-

day, November 27.   

The four-week study is enti-

tled, “All I Want for  

Christmas,” and will center on 

the themes of hope, peace, 

joy and our Savior.  Each les-

son includes a reference to a 

key passage of Scripture, a 

brief reflection, study/

discussion questions, a sug-

gested Christmas carol for 

the week and a brief prayer.   

Within our Christian calendar, 

we observe Advent during 

those weeks leading up to 

Christmas.  The time is meant 

to prepare our hearts and 

minds for the coming of Christ 

into the world, much like the 

period of Lent helps us antici-

pate the despair, hope and 

victory of Easter. 

To help usher in the season 

and to help enlarge our un-

derstanding of what Advent is 

all about, the adults in our 

faith community are invited to 

Advent Study Begins November 27 

On Sunday, October 16, 
members of Staunton UMC’s 
Administrative Council par-
ticipated in the annual 
Charge Conference.   

At the conference, items 
such as the 2012 budget, 
property reports, committee 
memberships are adopted at 
a meeting presided over by 
our District Superintendent.   

Thanks to all of those who 
helped prepare the materials 
and to those who have 
agreed to serve in leadership 

Council Updates 

Part of Staunton UMC’s tradition is 

having everyone gather together 

for a Turkey Dinner on the first 

Sunday following Thanksgiving 

Day. 

We invite everyone to join us at 

the church at 11:30am on Sunday, 

November 27, where we will share 

in a family potluck.  A sign up 

Turkey Dinner:  November 27 
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"No matter how many times you 

double-check the parachute,  

you won't really know what 

works until you jump."  

—Aaron D.  
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November 1 is All Saint’s Day and is a time in our Christian calen-
dar for us to remember those who have departed from us and 
have entered life eternal.  At our November 6 worship service, we 
will be celebrating our monthly communion service and remember 
the saints.  

 

On November 13, in recognition of Veteran’s Day on the 11th, we will include a time 
of prayer in our worship service and pay homage to those who have served our coun-
try in this most poignant way. 

 
On Friday, November 25, we will be having a brief commemoration 
service at 1:00 p.m., as we celebrate the Hanging of the Greens.  
This is a time where we will dedicate our work and preparations unto 
the Lord and celebrate the beginning of the Advent season!   
 
All are welcome! 

Worship Notes for November 

Come join the festivities as 
we gather for food, fun, and 
fellowship! 

On Friday, November 25, we 
will having a Christmas deco-
rating party at the church, 
followed by lunch and a brief 
worship service.   

We invite everyone to come 
and join in transforming the 
church as we move into the 
season of Advent.  There will 
be music, snacks, and great 
conversation as we put up the 

Hanging of  the Greens & Celebration  

Easy Peanut Butter Cookies 

1 cup peanut butter 
1 cup sugar 
1 egg 
1 teaspoon vanilla 

Mix all ingredients well.  Spoon balls of 
cookie dough on cookie sheet and press 
fork on dough. 

Bake 8-9 minutes at 375 degrees. 

Recipe Corner 
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sheet for side dishes will be cir-

culated along with the attend-

ance roster on the Sundays lead-

ing up to the event. The turkey 

will be provided.   

Since the Advent study begins 

this same day (from 10:15 to 

11:00am), you might want to 

 

positions this next year.  We 
appreciate you! 

Some of the recent actions 
of the Council include: 

• Replacement of two 
broken windows in the 
parsonage 

• Consent to have a se-
cond Girl Scout troop 
make use of our church 

• Replace the worn-out 
coffee maker and pan-
cake griddles 

The study will be held at 

10:15am after morning worship 

and will conclude by 11:00am. 

each of the four weeks. 

If you are interested in partici-

pating in this study, please 

pick up a book at the back of 

the Sanctuary.  Also, please 

consider inviting others who 

might be interested in prepar-

ing their hearts for the season 

in a special way.   

The question remains: What 

do you want for Christmas?   
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• Acquire a sanctuary 
Christmas tree from 
memorial funds for 
Frances Courtney to 
be dedicated in late 
November 

• Review and adoption 
of a Church Use 
Agreement  

Other discussions were 
held regarding striping of 
parking spaces, signage, 
and ice/snow removal this 
winter. 

Feel free to come and 
stay for the whole 
morning or stop in 
whatever time you can.  

For those who only 
plan to stop by for 
lunch and the service, 
please notify  Pastor 
Nancy so that we can 
have an accurate count 
for ordering lunch.   
 
See you there! 

Food for Thought 

 

"We've drifted away from 

being fishers of men to 

being keepers of the 

aquarium." 

 

- Paul Harvey  

Let’s not let that  

happen here! 

consider staying the entire 

morning. 

If you can help with set 

up, cleanup and/or turkey 

preparation, please notify 

Pastor Nancy. 

Christmas tree and trans-
form the Sanctuary into a 
place of anticipation and 
celebration.   

At 11:30, we will take a 
break for a soup and sand-
wich lunch.   

Then, at 1:00 p.m., we will 
have a brief worship service 
where we will dedicate our 
church and our hearts to 
the coming of Advent. 



As I prepare this newsletter, I must admit that I’ve got a song in my heart.  It is a 
song from my childhood and one I sang growing up in the church. It begins with the 
words ♪♫♪ I’ve got that joy, joy, joy, joy down in my heart … ♪♫♫.  Perhaps you re-
member it.  I find it to be a happy, catchy tune and expresses childlike glee.  

I discovered this song in my heart when I reflected on all of the exciting things that 
are coming up in the life of our church. From decorating parties to Advent studies to 
turkey dinners and more, I am finding joy in the myriad of ways in which can come 
together as a community of faith and celebrate life together.  And, I’m even more 
excited about what brings us together—Jesus! 

Just as Lent helps to prepare our hearts for Easter, I have always found Advent to 
be a special time of preparation as well.  The season gives us an opportunity to con-
sider what the coming of Christ means to us and to those we call our neighbors. It 
brings forth images of hope and of longing and of the promises of God.  And, just 
like a child grows in wide-eyed anticipation of opening Christmas gifts under the 
tree, I see it as a time that we can experience joy in our heart and happiness in our 
soul when we reflect on how Jesus has come into our lives, giving us the greatest 
gift of all—new life! 

It is my prayer that as you read through this newsletter, you will discover a way to 
join in the festivities.  Inside you’ll read that on the Friday after Thanksgiving, we 
plan to adorn the sanctuary, after which we’ll enjoy a shared meal and hold a ser-
vice of celebration.  On November 27, we will be launching an Advent study for 
adults, giving us a chance to dig deeper into what this season of preparation is all 
about.  And, I would imagine that no November at Staunton UMC would be quite 
complete with out a Turkey dinner, so we’ll continue our “family” tradition of a 
Thanksgiving meal held on the Sunday following the holiday. 

As you can see there a lot planned for November—ways in which we can learn, love 
and grow with each other. I invite each of you to participate in the meaningful rituals 
of our faith and of this church and to include others who desire to celebrate life! 
    
Pastor Nancy 
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Ponderings of  the Pastor 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

2011 Pastoral Report Now Available 

As part of the materials sent forward as 

part of our annual Charge Conference 

submission, a Pastor’s Report was pre-

pared that offers a glimpse at some of 

the happenings in the life of our church 

over this last year. 
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
513 W Main 
PO Box 56 
Staunton, IL 62088 

In the month of November, we recognize and 
remember the following folks as they celebrate 
birthdays.  God’s blessings to all of you! 

 

Sharon Hartman 
November 4 

Elizabeth Feldman 
November 10 

Emil Pintar 
November 13 

Mike Pintar 
November 21 

 

 

 

Birthdays & Anniversaries 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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Special Insert: 

Pastoral Letter 2011 

November 5 

Community Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am  

November 6 

Worship, All Saint’s Day Remembrance, 9am 

November 13 

Worship Service, 9am 

November 20 

Worship Service, 9am 

November 25 

Holiday Decorating Party & Lunch, 9am to 1pm 

Hanging of the Greens Worship Service, 1pm 

November 27 

Worship Service, 9am 

Advent Bible Study, 10:15am 

Turkey Dinner, 11:30am 

For an updated list of events, visit our website at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com/calendar-of-events.php  

 

 

Be sure to set your 

clocks back one hour 

on the first Sunday  

in November! 

November 

 

 

A copy of this summary report has 

been included as an insert in this 

newsletter. If you have questions or 

comments about the report, please 

contact Pastor Nancy. 
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The deadline for the  

December newsletter will 

be Wednesday, Novem-

ber 15.  Please have your 

items turned in to Pastor 

Nancy by that date. 

You can call her at 618-

444-8531 (cell) or submit 

it by email to  
stauntonumcpastor@gmail.com 

Thank you! 

Scout Schedule 

The church building will be 

in use by Girl Scout 

Troops from 6:30-7:30pm 

on the following days: 

-Tuesday, November 8 

-Thursday, November 10 

-Tuesday, November 22 

We are pleased to be able 

to support these youth 

ministries in our local  

community! 

The Lord has done great things for us! We are glad!  
Psalm 126:3 

HIS Service Station 

Volunteers needed for 

November 2, 22 and 30 

from 10am to 2pm. 


