
If there’s one thing we Methodists do well, it’s 

food and lots of it! 

 

On Tuesday, November 6, we will once 

again be offering  Election Day Soup & 

Sandwiches.  From 11am to 1pm and then 

again from 5pm to 7pm, we will be offering 

delicious dishes for those who like good food 

and good company.  Soup, dessert and a 

drink are available for a suggested donation 

of $5 with other a la carte options available. 

Proceeds from this event will be directed to 

help support our apportionments and to other 

needs of the church. 

Election Day Soup & Sandwiches 

Staunton UMC Receives Grant 

In the early church, it was customary for 

everyone to gather together to share a meal, 

part of which involved what we know today as 

Holy Communion.  It was a form of “living life 

together” that expressed the church’s 

understanding of what it meant to be part of 

the family of God.   

As has been customary in year’s past, we too 

will gather for our annual Thanksgiving 

Potluck.  This meal will take place Sunday, 

Thanksgiving Potluck—November 25 
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We begin the month with the observance of All Saint’s Day on 

Sunday, November 4.  At this time we will recognize all those 

who have passed from our midst during the past year.  We will 

also be celebrating Holy Communion on that day. 

Also, because we are moving into a new budget year in 2013, it is important that we 

have a chance to examine what Scripture has to offer us regarding the use of our time, 

talent and treasures.  Tentative texts and titles include: 

◊ November 11:  A Matter of Perspective (Mark 12:38-44) 

◊ November 18:  Giving it Your All (2 Corinthians 9:6-8) 

◊ November 25:  Rebuilding the Kingdom (Haggai 1) 

Opportunities to update your Time, Talent and Treasure sheets will be given during the 

month as well. 

Worship Notes for November 

On Saturday, December 22, from 

9:30a to 12:30p, our church will host 

a Children’s Christmas Workshop.  

Children from Pre-K to 5th grade are 

invited to this event which will include 

games, crafts and fun while parents 

get some time to themselves. A light 

lunch will be served as well. Pre-

registration is requested. 

Please contact Cheryl Best or 

Elizabeth Feldman if you would like to 

assist with this fun holiday program! 

Focus on Finances 

Generous and loving God, You call us to 
be disciples of your Son Jesus and good 

stewards of all your many gifts. 

Open our minds and hearts to a greater 
awareness and deeper appreciation of 

your countless blessings, 

Transform us through the power of your 
Spirit to nurture a Stewardship way of life 

marked by faith-filled prayer, service to our 
neighbor and generous sharing. 

A Stewardship Prayer 

Teach us to be faithful servants of your gifts. 
With your grace, may we return ten-fold the 

gift entrusted to us.  

We pray this through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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November 25, at 11:30am. Sign up sheets 

will be sent around beginning in early 

November for dish choices. 

It’s a wonderful opportunity to enjoy a home 

cooked meal and to enjoy the company of 

our brothers and sisters in Christ.   

If you are interested in coordinating this 

year’s meal, please see Pastor Nancy. 

The Messenger 

September expenses:  $3,571 

September income:   $4,454* 
Average monthly target ($) $3,879 

 
2012 Budget:                       $46,552 
% Received in September    9.5% 
Average Monthly Target        8.3% 
 
*includes memorial gifts 

Calling All Kids! 

Early this summer, a grant 

request was submitted to the 

United Methodist Committee 

on Relief Health Fund 

(UMCOR) in New York.  In 

that request, we sought a 

total of $1,000 to support the 

purchase of hearing assistive 

devices for our church in 

order that we might replace 

our outdated and non-

functioning units in the pews. 

This past week, we were 

excited to receive a check in 

the amount of $750 from 

UMCOR to put toward our 

purchase of these devices.  

These funds will be matched 

by designated memorial funds 

in order to complete the 

purchase. 

How wonderful that we can 

now ensure that those 

needing to hear now can!  

When these are acquired, 

we will offer testing and 

training on the use of these 

devices. Wesley’s Words 

“Giving to God is 

about ministry, 

not money.” 

Quote from the book 

Full Disclosure:  

Everything the Bible Says 

About Financial Giving 

Giving Thanks 

In November, giving 

envelopes will be 

offered for those 

desiring to witness 

to the blessings that 

God has shared with 

them during the 

year. Proceeds will 

benefit our  

Benevolence Fund. 



Answering the Call 

For as thrifty as my dad was, one thing he had a lot of in our home was phones.  
There was one in the kitchen, one in the living room, one in my mom and dad’s 
bedroom and one in the garage.  No matter where you were in the house, there was 
no way you were going to miss hearing a phone ring.   

When we’d answer the phone there could be any number of people on the other end.  
Sometimes it was a business owner wanting to sell us something.  Other times, it 
was a relative who lived far away calling to say hello.  Many times it was a call from 
someone in the community wanting to speak with my dad who, while I was growing 
up, served as an alderman and mayor of our town.  Regardless of who called, each 
one wanted something.  And, each time, we were faced with how we would respond 
to that call or request.  And sometimes we just didn’t want to answer the phone! 

It was approximately six years ago that I received a particular call that would forever 
change my life.  What was unique about this call is that it didn’t come by way of a 
telephone but by way of a prompting by the Holy Spirit. I was at a church that I was 
attending at the time and was preparing for a Sunday school meeting when God 
more or less tapped me on my shoulder and invited me on a much deeper journey 
with Him.  Even though I had been devoted to the life of the church for many years, 
chairing countless committees, teaching classes, and much more, I sensed that God 
was calling me to a different way of serving the Church. 

If you were to ask most pastors, most don’t grow up thinking that they’ll be a minister.  
Many can’t see themselves in that role and, for many women, it doesn’t always seem 
as if it is an option simply because male clergy have routinely been the “norm.” So, 
when I received the “call” I didn’t originally think it meant being a pastor.  But, as with 
Cheryl’s message last Sunday, I soon learned that God had different plans.  God 
was persistent with me, enough that I began inquiry into the candidacy process of 
The United Methodist Church in early 2007.  UMC Clergy can tell you it’s a long 
process, full of exams, interviews, writings, readings, and so much more.  Just last 
week, I sat before the Conference Board of Ordained Ministry as I continued the 
process.  With the prayers of many and God’s blessing I was approved to become a 
provisional elder and will be commissioned next June. The last step will be ordination 
with the entire process taking eight years.  Believe me, that’s one long “phone” 
conversation!  So, where is God calling you?     
             —Pastor Nancy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

We recognize the following folks as they 
celebrate birthdays this month!   

 
November 4 
Joe Hartman 

November 10 
Elizabeth Feldman 

 
November 13 

Emil Pintar 
 

November 21 
Mike Pintar 

 
Also: 

Richard Hall—November 3 

Celebrate! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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November 3 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 

 

November 4 

Worship Service, 9am 

District Lay Speaker Training, 2-5pm 

Administrative Council Meeting, 6:30pm 

November 6 

Election Day Soup & Sandwiches: 

Lunch: 11a-1p; Dinner 5p-7p 

November 7 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

 

November 11 

Worship Service, 9am 

District Lay Speaker Graduation, 2pm 

November 14 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

November 18 

Worship Service, 9am 

 

November 21 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

November 25 

Worship Service, 9am 

Thanksgiving Potluck, 11:30a 

October 29-November 3 

    and 

November 26-December 1 

His Service Station, 10am-2pm 
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Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the 

December newsletter will be 

November 15.   

Church Chuckles 

Hereafter 

The preacher told me the other day I 

should be thinking about the Hereafter. 

I told him, “I do, all the time.  No matter 

where I am—in the parlor, upstairs, in 

the kitchen, or in the basement.  I’m 

always asking myself, ‘Now, what am I 

here after?’” 

                        _______ 

From the World’s Greatest Collection  

of Church Jokes 

As part of the Charge Conference 
paperwork that is submitted, the church 
leadership prepares a report that seeks 
to summarize the work of the church 
over the past year. 

It’s easy to move from one project or 
activity to the next without realizing the 

Annual Report 2012 
impact that is made when one stands 
back and looks at all that has been 
accomplished over the course of a year. 
We invite you to look over the insert that 
is provided and see if you don’t agree. 

Thanks for all that you have done to 
make this a great year! 


