
It would seem a lot is going on in the area, 

compliments of our UMC churches.  Here are 

just a few things going on that you might wish 

to check out: 

Celebrate World Communion Sunday at 

Bethalto UMC, Sunday, October 7, at 

6:30pm.  The guest preacher is Rev. Dr. 

Joanne Cox who is currently on staff at the 

Westminster Methodist Hall in London.  The 

church is located at 240 E. Sherman Str., 

Bethalto.  Call 618-377-8413 for more info. 

Shiloh UMC is hosting a free concert by the 

contemporary Christian group 33 Miles.  The 

breast cancer awareness event will take place 

on Saturday, October 13, at 2pm. More 

Area (UMC) Happenings 

2020 Vision Launch 

While your decision about who to vote for this 

election may not yet be made, one thing you 

can decide on is where to go after you vote!  

Once again, in fine tradition, Staunton UMC 

will offer a Soup meal on Election Day, 

November 6.  This event is open to the 

community and is a wonderful way to gather 

with friends, family and neighbors.   

In the spirit of this tradition, and 

Soup’s On! 
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On October 6, we will hear a heart-warming message from our 

lay-speaker-in-training Cheryl Best entitled, “A Heart for God.” 

Then, on Sunday, October 14, we will recognize Children’s 

Sunday.  This Sunday is meant as a world-wide recognition by 

The United Methodist Church to celebrate our children and to 

be reminded of those who suffer in our midst.  This service will 

be led, in part, by children and grandchildren of our 

congregation and will include a guest soloist as well.   

The third Sunday of October each year is known as Laity Sunday.  It is a time when we 

celebrate the work of the Laity within the Church and invite all to participate in leading 

the service of worship.  Please join us  October 21 for this time of serving together as 

a community of God.  

Monthly observance of the Lord’s Supper will resume the first Sunday in November. 

Worship Notes for October  

Beginning September 1, 2012, the 

Illinois Great Rivers Conference 

received a new bishop.  The Rev. 

Jonathan Keaton and his family 

comes to the IGRC conference from 

the West Michigan Conference and 

will reside and work out of our 

Springfield Conference office.  An 

installation service for Bishop Keaton 

was held September 30. 

 

We look forward to his leadership in 

our conference! 

Focus on Finances 

Did you know that The United Methodist 
Church observes four different categories 
of membership? 

First is the category of professing 
members—those who have either gone 
through confirmation or who, as an adult, 
profess their faith. Included in this category 
are those who transfer from other UMC 
churches or denomination. 

Affiliate membership is for those who are 
members of another UMC church but who 

What Kind of  Member Are You? 

worship/tithe here.  This is common for 
college students who are away from home. 

Associate members are for those who are 
members of another denomination and elect 
to keep their membership there but who call 
this church home.   

Finally, there are constituents who 
participate in the life of the church but 
choose not to join the roster of the church. 
 
Want to learn more?  Contact Pastor Nancy. 
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understanding that cooler weather is upon 

us, everyone is invited to submit their best 

soup recipes. These will then be featured in 

future issues of The Messenger. 

Also, in recognition of our recent message 

on building community, we will also feature 

a Stone Soup lunch this fall.  Stay tuned for 

details! 

The Messenger  

August expenses:  $8,902 

August income:    $3,329 
Average monthly target ($) $3,879 

 
2012 Budget:                       $46,552 
% Received in August     7.1% 
Average Monthly Target        8.3% 

New IGRC Bishop 

During the month of 

September a series of 

messages were given that 

were focused on what it 

means to have a vision for 

the future. 

The time has now come for 

us to gather together as a 

community to begin the 

process.  We will have an 

informational session 

following services on Sunday, 

October 28, for anyone 

interested in being a part of 

determining the future of this 

church.  At this meeting we 

will determine the best time in 

everyone’s schedule to meet 

and to talk more about what it 

means to establish a vision.   

Ultimately the process will 

involve prayer, asking 

questions, doing some 

research, and digging deep 

within ourselves to discover 

what gifts God has given us 

for this time and place. 

If for any reason you are 

unable to attend the 

informational meeting, 

please contact Pastor 

Nancy by email at 

stauntonumc@gmail.com or 

call her at 618-444-8531 

and let her know of your 

interest.   

October 21 

October 14 

information:  www.shiloh-umc.org.  

Wear pink! 

Mike Rayson, pastor at Bethalto UMC 

and international singer/songwriter, is 

having a free concert on Sunday, 

October 14, at 7pm. The event is 

being held at Real Life UMC, 400 

Park Street, in Waterloo. 

The United Methodist Village Senior 

Living Community at Godfrey invites 

folks to come to a dinner/auction on 

Thursday, October 25.  Cost is $40 

per person.  RSVPs are suggested.  

Call 618-466-8662 for more info. 

Wesley’s Words 



Within the last four weeks I have either officiated or attended the funerals of four 
individuals.  At these times of remembrance, I, with others, found ourselves saying 
“farewell for now” to those whom we have journeyed with during this life.  In this 
same time period, I also attended the wedding of my niece—a time where those 
present were able to say “welcome” to those who join us in this journey of life. 

While these events certainly hold sad moments as well as joyful ones, they both  
cause us to stop and take a moment to reflect on our lives—much like birthdays and 
anniversaries do.  What we find, then, is instead of breezing through life at breakneck 
speed unaware of where we’ve traveled, the births, the marriages and the memorial 
events that occur cause us to slow down and to pay attention. They give us a chance 
to think about how life, or the absence of it, impacts who we are. 

In the life of a pastor, I have the privilege and humble honor of joining with families as 
they observe these events.  I also find that our church calendar highlights the 
importance of reflecting on journeys as well. During Lent, we journey to the cross of 
Easter. During Advent, we travel toward the hope of the Promise of God in Jesus 
Christ.  Even during Ordinary Time—not “ordinary” in the sense of “mundane” but 
pointing to that which is “ordinal” or “counted time”—we see how time in the church 
calendar paces us toward the next season in the life of the church. You may have 
noticed that each of these church seasons feature various colors, not unlike how the 
trees that we see in nature carry different colors based on the time of year.  

This imagery carries us further because we are often known to refer to our own lives 
in terms of seasons. There is Spring, when we enter new birth and are in the infancy 
of our years. Then comes Summer, when we often encounter the vibrancy of our 
lives in occupations or raising families. Then Autumn arrives where we may move 
into a slower time of life as grandparents or retirees.  Ultimately, there is Winter, 
when we recognize the fullness of life that we have lived and establish our legacy. 
 
The mistake for many is thinking that one season of life is more meaningful or more 
important than another. In fact, all are valid and provide richness to the soul. In 
nature, each season can only come about because of the work of the season prior to 
it. Thus, I find that beauty in the journey as well as the destination.  That said, how 
wonderful it is that we can travel along together, as brothers and sisters in the faith, 
living life together, caring for one another, as we journey to our heavenly home. 
 
             —Pastor Nancy 

I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  
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First United  
Methodist Church 
 
501 W Main 
Staunton, IL 62088 

We recognize the 
following folks as 
they celebrate 
birthdays & 
anniversaries!   

 
October 8 
Billy Miller 

October 9 
Joseph Feldman 

Cheryl Best 

October 12 
Emily Wilson 

 
October 15 

Brooke Pintar 
 

October 19 
Dean Bird 

 
October 28 

Linda Handegan 

 

Remembering: 

Mary/Elmer Bruhn Anniversary—October 5 

Celebrate! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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October 1-6 

His Service Station, 10am-2pm 

October 3 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

October 6 

Pancake Breakfast, 6:30-10am 

 

October 7 

Worship Service, 9am 

District Lay Speaker Training, 2-5pm 

October 8 

Administrative Council Meeting, 6:30pm 

October 10 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

October 13 

Work Day at the Parsonage, 9am 

October 14 

Worship Service, 9am 

District Lay Speaker Training, 2-5pm 

October 17 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

October 21 

Worship Service, 9am 

District Lay Speaker Training, 2-5pm 

Charge Conference @ Mt. Olive, 2pm 

October 24 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

October 28 

Worship Service, 9am 

District Lay Speaker Training, 2-5pm 

October 29-November 3 

His Service Station, 10am-2pm 
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October 2012 

Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the 

November newsletter will be 

October 23.   

Church Chuckles 

Drawing God 

A children’s Sunday school teacher 

encouraged her five-year-olds to create 

an art masterpiece that related to the 

Bible. As she wandered around the 

room looking at the pictures, she came 

to little Alice. “Alice, what are you 

drawing?” 

“I’m drawing God.” 

“But no one knows what God looks like, 

Alice.” 

 

Without missing a beat, Alice replied, 

“They will when I’m finished.” 

                        _______ 

From the World’s Greatest Collection  

of Church Jokes 

It’s that time of year again!   
 
If you are interested in participating in 
the Christmas Community Concert it’s 
not too late to sign up.   

Folks interested in being part of the 
community choir are asked to meet at 

Christmas Community Concert 

St. Paul UCC church (in Staunton) at 
7pm for weekly choir practice.  The public 
concert will be held on Sunday, 
December 9, at 3pm at St. Paul UCC. 
 

♫ It’s beginning to sound a lot like 
Christmas! ♫ 

Girl Scouts are Here! 
 

Two different troops make 

use of our church.  One 

group meets the third 

Tuesday of each month 

and another troop meets 

the second and fourth 

Tuesdays each month.  

Welcome! 


