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On various trips that we take, Erin (our 8-year-old) 

frequently asks me, “Do you know where you are going?”  

I imagine it is because she doesn’t know the way herself 

that she wonders if anyone else does. While I often assure 

her that I know what path I’m on, she does ask a question 

worthy of reflection.  Do I really know where I’m headed?  

What if there are detours?  What happens if I encounter 

construction zones.  Is there a better way to get there? 

As we embark on a planning and vision process for the 

church this fall, I believe that this is a good question for all 

of us to think and pray about: “Do we know where we are going?”  If we aren’t clear on 

where it is that God has called us, we may find ourselves on dead-end streets or even 

going the wrong way on a one-way streets. We may find ourselves wasting resources 

that we cannot spare. 

What we do know is that God has called us to the work of the kingdom and only asks 

that we are obedient in responding to the call.  To help with this effort, I am focusing 

the messages in the month of September.  I humbly ask that each of us be in prayer 

about our role in the visioning process and pay heed to where the Holy Spirit may be 

guiding us. 

                                                                                                                —Pastor Nancy     

“God doesn’t call the qualified. He qualifies the called.”  

F r o m  t h e  p a s t o r  

Of note: 

 We’re still celebrating Random Acts of Kindness 

and welcome your feedback. We often find that 
sharing the heart  does wonders for the soul. 

 Pictures from our Anniversary Celebration will be 
shared soon. Thanks, Becky for the great photos! 

 Education/ministry surveys are due Sept 2. 

 Is God calling you to leadership in the church?  
If so, please contact Pastor Nancy today! 
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S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 2  V o l u m e  2 ,  I s s u e  3  

Seeking God’s direction  

for our lives. 

We begin the month with a 

celebration of the sacrament 

of Holy Communion on 

September 2.  It is always a 

blessing to share Christ’s 

table together as community. 

Throughout September, 

we’ll hear different messages 

as we prepare for our time of 

visioning for the future of our 

church in our 20/20 project.  

Messages for the month of 

September will include: 

 

Be Still 

 

From Depleted to Completed 

From Worrier to Warrior 

Building Come-Unity 

Pursuing the Purpose 

W o r s h i p  n o t e s  f o r  s e p t e m b e r  



When we combine all these — 

passion, vision, tasks—we get what 

John Wesley said we are capable of:  

“To reform the Nation and the Church 

and to spread scriptural holiness over 

the land.” 

As we move toward our vision process 

this fall, please be in prayer that we 

can be open to what it is that God 

desires for us and for this community.  

 
Excerpted in part  from Transforming Church (K. Ford) and The 

Passion Driven Congregation (McGriff/Millard) 

As we prepare for our visioning 

process this fall and since it’s back-to-

school time, here’s a spiritual math 

assignment for us to consider...  

#1  Passion + Vision = Transformation 

When we consider those things for 

which we are passionate about as a 

faith community, then dare to create a 

vision around it, transformation is 

bound to occur. 

#2  Vision + Tasks = Success 

Without tasks to carry out the vision, it 

is like having a dream that is never 

shared with anyone nor acted upon. 

Without vision to carry out the tasks, 

the work that we do becomes pure 

drudgery and we find ourselves simply 

going through the motions and getting 

nowhere fast. 

 

We recognize the following 

folks as they celebrate 

birthdays & anniversaries!   

 

September 22 

Sloane Dugger 

 

September 29 

Vera Stinnett 

 

Also: 

James Stinnett—9/28 

Dale Bruhn—9/29 

 

Remembering: 

Vera & Myrle anniversary— 

9/8 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 

 

September 1 

Pancake Breakfast, 7-10am 
 

September 2 

Worship Service, 9am 
Administrative Council, 6:30pm 

September 5 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 
 

September 9 

Worship Service, 9am 
 

September 12 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

September 16 

Worship Service, 9am 
District Lay Speaking Training, 2-5pm 

 

September 19 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 
 

September 23 

Worship Service, 9am 
District Lay Speaking Training, 2-5pm 

September 26 

Bible Study, 6:30pm 

September 30 

Worship Service, 9am 
District Lay Speaking Training, 2-5pm 

___ 

September 3-7 

His Service Station 

10-2 Monday through Saturday 

Words of Wisdom? 

It’s been said that God purposely 

put our eyes in the front of our 

head so that we are always looking 

forward.  If we look back, all we’ll 

end up being is a bunch of  

stiff-necked people. 


