
 

 
First United Methodist Church 

As I reflected over my first month at Staunton UMC, I noted that it was a time of 
discovery.  I began to learn about the church, its rich history and am slowly 
becoming acquainted with the community in which it is situated. 

I’ve also begun to discover the beauty of the people at Staunton UMC. I’ve been 
able to witness firsthand the blessings of those who reach out and serve others.  I’ve 
been able to observe and participate in the planning and care that goes into leading 
the church.  Likewise, I’ve been able to experience the joy of being together in 
worship.  Along with the joy, I have been invited to join with others in their struggles, 
knowing that such hardships are a natural part of life.  It’s called “living life” together 
and I’m grateful that you’ve embraced me and my family as part of yours. 

As we journey together in the months and years ahead, I look forward to learning 
and growing with you.  Together, we can discern God’s desire for Staunton UMC 
and those whom it serves. 

Part of process of getting to know one another is the sharing of our stories and our 
history. It can also mean be able to make note of our gifts and our talents. With that 
in mind, I would like to invite each family to complete an information sheet that 
provides more background about you and your family.  On the back side of the form, 
I am interested in learning about those things that you enjoy doing and how you 
might use those to support the work of the church. This “ministry menu” will go a 
long way in helping me to understand what you are passionate about and how you 
believe God has uniquely gifted you.  Together, with our own giftedness, we can 
accomplish the work to which we’ve been called.  

In Him, 
Pastor Nancy  
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Women’s Meeting Scheduled for September 6 

All women of Staunton 
UMC are invited to come 
together at the church on 
Tuesday, September 6, 
at 2:00 p.m. for an 
informational meeting. 

 

Discussions will be held 
on the various ministry 
opportunities that exist 
and how the group might 
choose to address those 
moving forward. 
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On July 2, the air 
conditioning units at the 
church were discovered to 
not be working.  While one 
unit was able to be 
serviced, the other unit 
was not, requiring the unit 
to be replaced. 

A total of four bids were 
let with the purchase 
awarded to the lowest 
bidder who also offered 
the most extensive 
warranty. 

Air Conditioning Unit Replaced 
  

 

While we are grateful to 
have a functional air 
conditioning system—
particularly in this hot 
weather—it is important 
that we do what we can to 
defray the expenses of the 
new unit. 

The Finance Committee 
encourages each person 
to support the cost of the 
new system by providing 
gifts over and above their 
regular giving.  A report of 
monies received toward 

the new system will be 
shared in the September 
newsletter.   

 

. 

On July 10, a “Meet and 
Greet” was held at the 
church after worship 
services. The purpose of 
this event was to provide 
an opportunity for 
members to get better 
acquainted with our newly 
appointed pastor, Nancy 
Wilson and her family—
husband Mike and 
daughters Emily and Erin. 

Coffee, tea and other 
beverages were provided 
along with an assortment 

Meet and Greet Held July 10 

 of pastries. Thanks to 
those who helped 
organized this event. 

In addition to visiting with 
individuals, Pastor Nancy 
also handed out business 
cards which contained 
contact information for the 
church and provided 
additional ways to reach 
her in an emergency.   

Additional contact cards 
can be found on the back 
table in the sanctuary.    

 

 
The deadline for the 
September 2011 
newsletter will be Friday, 
August 12.  Please have 
your submissions to 
Pastor Nancy by that date.  
Thank you! 

  

 

Attendance at July’s 
Pancake Breakfast was 
up despite the 4

th
 of July 

holiday weekend.  

Cindy Pfalzgraf noted that 
the number of those who 
attended the breakfast 
was higher than previous 
months. 

Record Turnout for July Pancake Breakfast 

 This event has been 
hosted by our church for 
well over 20 years, 
according to Pancake 
Breakfast organizer, Ann 
Rucker.  

Thanks to all those who 
make this community 

outreach possible.  You 
make a difference! 

Note:  there will be no 
Pancake Breakfast 
schedule for August.  The 
community event will 
resume the first week of 
September. 
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“Developing our 
spiritual disciplines help  
us to be equipped as 
disciples to do the work 
we’ve been called to by 
God.” 
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Communion 
On the first Sunday in August, we will be celebrating Holy Communion.  In the UMC 
tradition, we practice an “open table” which means that anyone who professes Jesus 
Christ as Lord is welcome to partake.  Likewise, there are several methods by which 
communion can be shared.  On August 7, we will be observing communion through 
intinction—a method where a small piece of bread is dipped into the cup. This 
enables us to visually observe one body and one blood, shared by all.   

 

Guest Preacher on August 14 

This summer, Pastor Nancy has been working to complete her clinical education 
which helps to fulfill her requirements for ordination.  The completion of that program 
occurs on Sunday, August 14, which will require that she be absent from worship on 
that day.  A guest preacher will be filling in for her on that date.   

Worship Notes for August 
  
 

. 

As part of the Annual 
Conference held this past 
June in Peoria, the 
Cabinet of the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference 
announced a conference-
wide goal for reading the 
Bible in a year.   

The team responsible for 
organizing the Bible 
reading campaign 
encourages churches and 
individuals to select plans 
that match their personal 
reading style.  

Conference Promotes Bible Reading 

 

 

Pastor Nancy has copies 
of several reading plans 
and will make those 
resources available the 
first Sunday in August. 

The Bible reading plan is 
the second of two 
initiatives designed to 
foster a deeper 

understanding and 
appreciation for spiritual 
disciplines. Last year the 
focus was on prayer and 
fasting.   

Materials and suggestions 
for prayer and fasting 
continue to be made 
available at the 
conference site.  Those 
wishing to participate can 
find more information at: 

http://igrc.org/pages/detail/
2381  

. 

Wilsons to Host Open House on August 21 

 The Wilsons cordially 
invite all church members 
and guests to their home 
on Sunday, August 21, 
from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m.  

Beverages and an 
assortment of finger foods 
will be served during the 
afternoon. 

The Wilson’s home is 
located at 208 
Shadowbrooke in Troy 
and their home phone is 
618-505-0370.   

Please let them know if 
you plan to bring children 
so they can make 
arrangements for child 
care.   

 

 

http://igrc.org/pages/detail/2381
http://igrc.org/pages/detail/2381
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community and regional 
pages that touch many of 
the newcomers and 
families in the Staunton 
area. 

Using Facebook pages is 
an easy way to connect 
people with places.  We 
already have 20 people 
who “like” our page, 
allowing them to see 
updates about upcoming 
events, Sunday worship 
topics, as well as pictures 
of the church.  That 
address is:   

Email addresses have 
been created for the 
church, too.  These will 
help those wanting to 
connect by email to reach 

Studies show that most 
new families find their 
churches by checking out 
websites. 

To help meet the needs of 
these individuals, a 
website, a Facebook page 
and email accounts have 
been set up for the church. 

The website, found at 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com, 
contains information about 
upcoming sermons, a 
basic history of the church, 
a calendar of events, a 
map giving directions to 
the church, an outreach 
page, and a way for folks 
to ask questions about the 
church.  The goal will be to 
link this website to other 

both the church as well as 
our pastor whenever and 
however they’d like.  Those 
addresses are: 

stauntonumc@gmail.com 

stauntonumcpastor 
@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

Staunton UMC is Online! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail  
stauntonumc@gmail.com 

Upcoming Events 
 

We’re on the Web! 

stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
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Sunday, August 7 

 Administrative Council, 6:30 p.m. 

Sunday, August 21 

 Wilson Open House, 2:00-4:00 p.m., Troy 

Saturday, September 3 

 Monthly Pancake Breakfast  

Sunday, September 4 

 Administrative Council, 6:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, September 6 

Women’s Group Meeting, 2:00 p.m. 


