
I would like to thank everyone for their patience as I completed my clinical pastoral 
work this summer. It was an intense schedule of classes and ministry to older adults 
that often included nights and weekends in addition to ongoing daytime commit-
ments. Having completed this clinical works means that I have been able to check 
off one more item on my journey toward ordination. I am so grateful for the grace 
that you extended to me as an incoming pastor with this extra workload.  For that I 
thank you. 

The final task that lies before me is completing my master’s degree which is current-
ly slated for May 2013. Until that time, I will still have semester-long classes along 
with the expected reading and writing that accompanies it. I’ll also have times when I 
appear before the District Committee on Ministry where I will continue to be exam-
ined for my fitness for ministry. In addition, I will be meeting regularly with mentors 
assigned by the district whose responsibility it is to guide me in candidacy and in 
ministry. Finally, I remain connected with a covenant group—a small group of clergy 
who commit to walking with each other as we do God’s work in this world. 

While some might look at full-time study and these related commitments as a dis-
traction from ministry, I have actually found the opposite to be true. Through semi-
nary classes taught by committed faculty and through interactions with my fellow 
students—many of whom are active in ministry themselves—I am able to experi-
ence first-hand the dedication, commitment and joy of responding to God’s calling 
on my life and observing it taking place in the lives of others. 

Learning and growing in knowledge of God and in our faith tradition is a wonderful 
thing and it is open to each one of us. On page two of this newsletter, you’ll read 
about the launch of our Children’s Church and a few notes about classes and stud-
ies for the adults in the church. Some studies will take place as part of Sunday 
morning offerings while others will be held during the week, allowing more individu-
als and families in our community to join us.  I invite each of you to prayerfully con-
sider your participation in learning more about who God is and what that means for 
us and our community.  

In His Service, 
Pastor Nancy  
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I N S I D E  T H I S  I S S U E :  

Women’s Meeting to be held September 6 

This is a reminder that all women of 
Staunton UMC are invited to come to-
gether at the church on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 6, at 2:00 p.m. for an informa-
tional meeting. 
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Did you know… 

 that this issue and all past issues of 
The Messenger are posted at our web-

site? 

 that Pastor Nancy maintains a blog at 
the website that offers a glimpse of  
ministry here at Staunton UMC? 

 that all of our worship sermon titles 
and events are being promoted on  
Facebook? 

 that Staunton UMC now has its own 
Twitter account? 

 that there is an online calendar at the 
website that lists all of our upcoming 
events? 

Well, now you do!  There are many ways to 
stay connected with the church and each other.  
That also means that there are that many more 
opportunities for you to spread the word about 
our church and the love of Jesus Christ. 

Stay Connected! 

Phone   
618-635-3010 
 
E-mail   
stauntonumc@gmail.com 
 
Web 
stauntonumc.yolasite.com 
 

 
Facebook 
facebook.com/stauntonumc 
 

 
Twitter 
twitter.com/stauntonumc 
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August 31 & September 1 

Girl Scout Registration, 5:30-7:30 p.m. 

September 3 

Monthly Pancake Breakfast, 7:00-10:00 a.m. 

September 4 

Worship, 9:00 a.m. 

Administrative Council, 6:30 p.m.  

September 6 

Women’s Group Meeting, 2:00 p.m.  

September 11 

Worship Service, 9:00 a.m. 

September 18 

Worship Service, 9:00 a.m. 

September 25 

Worship Service, 9:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

September 

 

 

Discussions will be held on the vari-
ous ministry opportunities that exist 
and how the group might choose to 
address those moving forward.  
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The deadline for the  

October newsletter will 

be Monday, September 

12.  Please have your 

submissions to Pastor 

Nancy by that date.  

Thank you!  



Starting Labor Day Week-
end (September 4), we will 
launch Children’s Church.  
This will be an opportunity 
for youngsters in our wor-
ship service to be dis-
missed at prayer time to 
gather downstairs for a 
time of stories, songs, 
snacks and crafts.  Parents 
and grandparents will have 
an opportunity to pick up 
their child(ren) when the 
service is complete. 

With the weather starting to 
get a little cooler and kids 
(and teachers) returning to 
the classroom, it’s evident 
that school is back in ses-
sion.  Even Pastor Nancy 
will be returning to seminary 
this month to continue stud-
ies for her master’s degree. 

Not wanting anyone to feel 
left out, we have a few new 
items in store for those who 
call Staunton UMC home! 

It’s Back to School Time! 

On Sunday, October 16, 
members of Staunton UMC’s 
leadership will gather along 
with other area UMC church 
leaders at Gillespie First 
UMC for our annual Charge 
Conference. 

This yearly conference is the 
time when we meet with a 
small cluster of other UMC 
churches in the district and, 
under the direction of our 
District Superintendent Rev. 
Gary Wilson, set our budgets 
and commitments for 2012. 

Charge Conference Set 

The first Sunday in September marks the 
date of Staunton UMC’s next Pancake 
Breakfast. 

This is a great opportunity to invite friends 
and neighbors to the event for scrumptious 
food and great conversation. 

We had record attendance in July.  Can we 
do it again in September?   

Join us for the Monthly Pancake Breakfast 

The Messenger  

"We do not draw people to 

Christ by discrediting what 

they believe, by telling them 

how wrong they are and how 

right we are, but by showing 

them a light that is so lovely 

that they want with all their 

hearts to know the source of 

it."  

—Madeleine L'Engle, author 
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The month of September kicks off with our observance of Labor Day, a national day 
of recognition of the value of those who work tirelessly as part of the workforce.   

Keeping in line with this idea of jobs and occupations, Pastor Nancy will be delivering 
a series of messages throughout September focused on the various ―jobs‖ Jesus had 
during his earthly ministry.  Each Sunday we’ll look at a different role that he had and 
learn how these occupations he had reveals the character of our Lord and Savior. 

 
September 4   – Jesus on the Job:  Teacher 

September 11 – Jesus on the Job:  (De)Construction Worker 

September 18 – Jesus on the Job:  Physician 

September 25 – Jesus on the Job:  Day Care Worker 

 
Can you think of other roles Jesus had?  Have you given any thought your own 
work—what you do or how you do it—and what that reveals about you? 

Worship Notes for September 

There is often a lot going on around us—
opportunities to grow, to connect and to 
serve—yet that doesn’t do us any good if we 
don’t know about them. 

With that in mind, everyone is invited to  
check out the flyers and announcements that 
are posted in the bulletin board in the church 
foyer.  Here you can learn of upcoming 
events, new seminars, community happen-
ings, and more. 

If you would be interested in maintaining the 
bulletin board—ensuring that new content is 
posted and older content is removed—
please notify Pastor Nancy.   

Bulletin Board Back in Business 

Cherry Delight  

Part 1: Base/Topping  
-Graham cracker crust mix 
(2 of the 3 pkgs) 
-1 stick butter 
-¼ cup sugar 

Crush crackers to fine con-
sistency, add sugar and melt-
ed butter.  Use half for base; 
half for topping. 

Recipe Corner 

Part 2: Creamy Mixture 
-1 lg container Cool Whip 
-4 oz softened Philly 
Cream Cheese 
-1/2 cup powdered sugar 
-1 teaspoon vanilla 

Mix the cream cheese, 
powdered sugar and vanil-
la together. Mix in Cool 
Whip until well blended.   
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We also use this time to 
report on our financials, 
outreach, membership 
and other aspects of our 
church life during 2011.   

Part of this process in-
volves nominating mem-
bers to participate in the 
leadership of our church 
and helping to establish a 
new vision of what this 
church can be and do in 
2012. 

But that’s not all.  Plans are in 
the works to begin Sunday 
School—for both children and 
adults—in the very near future. 

We’ve had several individuals 
express interest in providing 
Christian Education for our 
little ones and Pastor Nancy is 
busy gathering study materials 
for both Sunday school and 
Bible study classes.  Stay 
tuned for more information! 
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Take ½ of cream mixture and 
place on top of graham cracker 
crust in a medium sized con-
tainer.  Add one can of ―Extra 
Cherry‖ pie filling, followed by 
a second layer of whipped 
cream and top with remaining 
cracker mixture. 

Chill before serving.  
Serves: 12 (approx.) 

Please be in prayer as we 
move through this process 
of preparation. 

 

 

Every scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for showing mistakes, for  

correcting, and for training character, so that the person who belongs to God can be 

equipped to do everything that is good.  (2 Timothy 3:16-17 CEB) 


